
ART DISCOVERY BOX
TEACHER PACK



WELCOME TO YOUR 
ART DISCOVERY BOX!

display the A2 artwork so pupils can enjoy it, talk about it, and become familiar with it
use the 90 minute lesson plan with accompanying Powerpoint
pick activities from the 'Suggested Activities' resource
use the General Art Resource Pack for hundreds of quick creative activities
use the books to explore the theme through literacy
design your own lessons around the box

Choose from a number of options:

You may want to explore the box collectively as a staff team and draw up a rota for use.

A themed teaching and learning resource box designed to bring learning to life!

Our Discovery Boxes break down barriers to cultural engagement, build pupils' cultural
capital, and develop skills and knowledge across the Curriculum. All the excitement, fun and
learning of a school trip, without the hassle! 

This box helps meet key requirements of the Art and Design curriculum, but also
provides learning experiences across many subjects, from Science to Literacy. 

We will collect the Discovery Box from Reception on:

Please check the contents of the box against the contents list. If items are missing or
damaged, we may need to charge the school for their replacement. Please complete the
enclosed evaluation form and return it along with the box.

If you have any questions about the box, please contact: 
Mags Parker, Learning Officer - maparker@swindon.gov.uk or 07988 735422

How do I use it?

Returning the Discovery Box:

It's a fantastic teaching and learning resource that's part of our rich, local cultural heritage!
Over 1000 works of modern art, owned by the people of Swindon, and acknowledged to be
one of the best collections outside London! Spanning 150 years, it features work from
household names like Grayson Perry, L.S Lowry, Lucian Freud and Henry Moore. The
Collection is held at Swindon Museum and Art Gallery and is free to visit. We welcome
school visits. Sadly, the Gallery is not able to open to the public at the present time.

What is the Swindon Collection of Modern British Art?



Mags Parker - Art on Tour Learning Officer - maparker@swindon.gov.uk
07988 735422      www.swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk/artontour

Questioning can be used at most points of the lesson 

The artworks themselves are differentiated. The realist works are very accessible
for all ages, the abstract works might need more explanation and are best used
with older year groups.
There are a number of approaches outlined for the main 'exploring artworks'
activity which allow for differentiation.
There are a number of creative response activities suggested at varying levels.

Differentiation:

       to increase the level of challenge.  

The Great Outdoors 
(for making art indoors)

Lesson 
Plan

 

I can create a piece inspired by the outdoors.
I can talk about artworks and support my ideas
with evidence.
I can identify different natural environments and
their features.
I can identify choices which artists make to
change the emotion of the viewer.

Learning Aims:

Curriculum Links:
Art - produce creative work; evaluate and analyse creative works; know about great
artists, craft-makers and designers

A2 artwork - Welsh Hills
'Artworks Powerpoint'
'Artworks Pack'
Natural Materials box
A3 paper
pencils
colouring pens/pencils/paints/paintbrushes/water pots/paint palettes

Resources Needed:

Key Vocabulary:
environment, natural, artwork

Featured artist:
Christopher Nevinson

'Welsh Hills'



Matching Materials - display the artworks from the ‘Artwork Pack’ around the room or
put them on tables (these artworks are also in the 'Artworks Powerpoint', so you could
do the activity on the board as a class). One at a time, show pupils the objects in the
‘Natural Materials’ box. Ask them to choose which artwork the materials have been
‘taken from’ and to justify their answer. They could place the material next to the
artwork. You could add a beaker of water to the materials!

Explore Artworks - give each pair of students one of the artworks from the ‘Artworks
Pack’. Alternatively, you can put one on each table around the room, or focus on a
handful as a class (these artworks are also in the 'Artworks Powerpoint'). This can be a
written or verbal activity. If pupils are writing, ask pairs to place their given artwork on a
piece of A3 paper. Ask pupils to name or label features of the natural environment
which they can see in the artwork (eg - mountain, lake, etc). Have they been anywhere
similar? Does it look like a good place to visit?

Ask pupils to leave their artwork where it is and to move around the room to a different
artwork. This time they should share or write down adjectives which describe the place
in the artwork (frightening, beautiful, etc). 

Ask pupils to move round to another artwork. This time they should imagine stepping
into the artwork (you could get them to mime this!) They should share or write down
what they can hear and smell 'inside' the artwork.

Ask pupils to move to another artwork. This time they should share or write down what
the weather is like. 

Ask pupils to move to another artwork. This time they should share or write down how
the environment in the artwork makes them feel. Ask them to identify why it makes
them feel this way. In particular, get them to think about colour. 

Finally, give pupils a coloured pencil each, ask them to look at all the artworks around
the room and to place the pencil next to the artwork they like the most. You can then
ask pupils to count up the pencils next to each artwork and reveal the three winners! 

Ask pupils to explain or to write down the name of their favourite artwork, to describe
it, and to explain why they like it.

STARTER:

MAIN:

Instead of the above, younger pupils could identify different colours and shapes in the
paintings, and think about which animals might live in each environment.

Teaching and Learning TasksLesson 
Plan

 



Write a story inspired by an artwork - ask pupils to choose one of the
artworks and to plan and write a story set in the environment of their artwork.
They should start their story with a description of the environment. They could
even create a graphic novel version of the story. Depending on age and ability,
you could use the beginning of ‘The Girl of Ink and Stars’ as a model.

Master Forgery - ask pupils to choose one of the artworks to copy. They could
draw or paint. Ask them to include some people or animals in their new artwork.
What would they be doing in this place?

Classifying Artworks - give groups of pupils copies of the artworks (or work as
a class). Ask them to group or categorise the artworks according to things they
have in common. Alternatively, you can give them a little more direction and ask
them to group all the artworks featuring water, all the artworks where there is
sunshine, all the artworks which look like good places to visit, etc.

Holiday Poster - ask pupils to choose one of the artworks and create a poster
persuading people to visit the area on holiday.

Voices from the Park - read ‘Voices from the Park’ as a class. Ask pupils to write
their own version, in the voice of someone visiting one of the places in the
artworks. They could either use the voice of one of the characters in the story, or
create their own.

Create a flotilla! - show pupils the artworks ‘Ship Amid Tall Waves’ and ‘The
Thames’. Ask them to use the collage materials to create a ship or boat to add to
these artworks. You could print large versions of the artworks for display, and
stick pupils’ work on top to create a collage. Alternatively, they could each have
their own copy of the artwork to collage on to, or you could create a lake or sea
using sugar paper to add their boats to.

Sea Poem - show pupils the artwork ‘Ebb Tide on the Reef’ and create a list or
spider diagram as a class of words related to the artwork. Begin with nouns, and
move on to adjectives, verbs and adverbs. Challenge pupils to write a poem
inspired by the artwork, using some of these words. They could even draw or
paint their own seascape and then add the poem to the picture.

MAIN continued:

Creative Response Activities - choose from one of the following creative activities:

Teaching and Learning TasksLesson 
Plan

 



Mags Parker - Art on Tour Learning Officer - maparker@swindon.gov.uk
07988 735422      www.swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk/artontour

Questioning can be used throughout to increase the level of challenge. 
The pupil worksheets allow for different activities and outcomes.
The picture frame task suggests adaptations for different ages and abilities.
Some of the activities require more supervision than others.

Differentiation:

The Great Outdoors 
(for making art outdoors)

Lesson 
Plan

 

I can create a piece of land art.
I can explain what land art is.
I can talk about artworks and support my
ideas with evidence.
I can identify different colours, shapes,
materials and textures in a natural
environment.

Learning Aims:

Curriculum Links:
Art - produce creative work; evaluate and analyse creative works; know about great
artists, craft-makers and designers

pupil worksheet 'We're Going on a Scavenger Hunt!' - attached
picture frame example - provided
twine - provided
teacher toolkit supporting exploration of the land art of Richard Long - attached
pupil worksheet - 'Land Art Examples' - attached
waterbottles
'Artworks Pack'
clipboards
paper and pencils
wax crayons

Resources Needed:

Key Vocabulary:
environment, natural material, land art/nature art/environmental art

Featured artist: Richard Long
'Untitled', Peru

NB - consideration will obviously need to be given to the safety of the outside
space, and the age, ability, independence and behaviour of pupils in terms of
carrying out these outdoor activities in a potentially hazardous environment.



Acclimatise - ask pupils to stand, sit or lie in a circle in the outdoors space.
Around the circle, ask them each to name something natural which they can see.
The challenge is for everyone to name something different! Add adjectives for
another level of challenge. Then ask them to close their eyes and be silent for a
minute. What can they hear? Next, ask them to lie on their backs or look up at
the sky, in silence, for a minute. What can they see in the sky and the clouds?
Then ask them what they can smell. What is the weather like? Which season is it? 

Scavenger Hunt - depending on your outdoor space and the time of year, set
pupils a scavenger hunt challenge. In groups, ask them to collect certain natural
materials and bring them back to you, or just to find them if they are not
collectable! (a leaf, a blade of grass, some moss, something that moves, etc).
Each time they return, send them off to find the next item! The attached
worksheet provides a template to add items relevant to your environment and
time of year. You could also set them the challenge of finding or collecting a
natural object for each colour of the rainbow, or ask them to find different
natural shapes or textures (see worksheet). Supervision/rules about what can
and can't be touched will obviously need consideration depending on the group.

Picture Frames - in pairs, or small groups, ask pupils to find 4 sticks, as thick as
their index finger, and half as long as their arm. Pupils should tie the 4 sticks
together at the ends, using the twine provided, to create a picture frame
(example provided). If age or ability makes the tying difficult, pupils can create a
frame on the ground instead, without tying the sticks together. They can then
find natural materials to create a picture inside the frame. 

STARTER:

MAIN:

Choose one or two of the following activities:

If pupils have portable frames, ask them to move around the outside space,
using the frame to look at different views, like taking a photo. Pupils without
frames can try the same process using their fingers and thumbs to make a
frame. Remind pupils to look up, as well as down, and ask them to focus in on
small details as well as big pictures. Challenge them to a competition to find the
most interesting view to share with the class. Ask each group to show the others
the best view they found. The class can vote on their favourite view. Depending
on the age and ability of pupils, you can use the twine to create a warp across
the frames, by tying twine in rows either horizontally, vertically, or in a grid. They
can then find natural materials to weave into their frame.

Teaching and Learning TasksLesson 
Plan

 



Water Patterns - if it is a dry day, ask pupils to stand on the playground with their
water bottles. Explain that Richard Long was a famous land artist who liked to make
marks and patterns in the natural world. He would go on long walks and change the
natural environment slightly as he went. There is a Richard Long artwork in the
‘Artworks Pack’ and the ‘Artworks Powerpoint’ which shows two paths he created by
walking backwards and forwards repeatedly in the grass (see attached Teacher Toolkit
for more information, ideas for questioning, and creative activity ideas for teaching
about Richard Long). On one of his walks (1000 miles!) he scooped water from each
river he crossed and poured it into the next one. Pupils are going to use their water to
create patterns or pictures on the playground. You will obviously need to consider the
age and behaviour of the class before trying this one!

Make some Land Art - explain that Richard Long and Andy Goldsworthy are famous
land artists who like to make marks and patterns in the natural world using their own
bodies or natural materials. There is a Richard Long artwork in the ‘Artworks Pack’ and
the ‘Artworks Powerpoint’. It shows two paths he created by walking backwards and
forwards repeatedly in the grass (see attached Teacher Toolkit for more information,
ideas for questioning, and creative activity ideas for teaching about Richard Long). You
could ask pupils to collect natural materials like Andy Goldsworthy and Richard Long,
and to create a picture or pattern using them (see attached ‘Land Art Examples’
worksheet).

Bark Rubbings - give pupils a piece of paper and crayon and ask them to try some bark
rubbings. Ask them to try different trees, or to compare rubbings. How are they
similar/different?

Illustrated Map - each pupil needs a clipboard, a piece of paper and a pencil. Go on a
walk around your outside space and ask them to draw an illustrated map as you go.
The map doesn’t need to be accurate, just a representation of where they went and
what they saw. Stop every minute or so for pupils to look around them and draw
anything of interest. You could also ask them to include sounds. Back in the classroom,
they could create a neater version and could name the different parts of the map or
grounds, similarly to E H Shephard’s maps for the ‘Winnie the Pooh’ books, or J.R.R
Tolkien’s maps of Middle Earth.

Shadow Sketching – if it’s a sunny day, give each pupil a clipboard, piece of paper and
pencil, and ask them to put the clipboard somewhere that shadows fall on to it
(shadows from plants or trees work well). Encourage them to trace around the edges of
the shadows. They could then move to another location and overlay a second or third
shadow drawing, or they could draw patterns inside the shapes, or colour them in.

MAIN (continued):

Teaching and Learning TasksLesson 
Plan

 



WE'RE GOING ON A SCAVENGER HUNT!

Can you find...

Exploring the Great OutdoorsPupil 
Worksheet

Can you find these shapes and patterns in nature?

Can you find these colours in nature?

Red Orange Yellow Green Blue Indigo Violet

Pink Black White Brown



Land Art ExamplesPupil
Worksheet



Let's explore....   Land Art
LAND ART (also known as Nature Art, Earth Art or Environmental Art) is made outside in the natural world; in

woods, on beaches, in parks and fields, and even in rivers! Some land artists, like Andy Goldsworthy, use natural

materials like twigs, stones or leaves to make patterns, pictures, or sculptures (3D art). Some land artists, like

Richard Long, change the landscape in a small way, for example by walking on the same line over and over

again to make a path. Some land artists, like Robert Smithson, change the landscape in a big way, for example

by moving 6.5 tonnes of rock to make a spiral jetty in a lake in America! 

Land Art is often EPHEMERAL (it is only there for a short time). It makes us think about time, place, how long

things last, and our relationship with nature. The process of making the art, or the journey that makes it, is more

important than the result.

Land Art became popular in the 1970s when artists started to ask questions about what art could be. Does it

always have to be something you can see and touch? Does it always have to be in a gallery? Can you look at art

outside instead? Can you use leaves and flowers instead of paint and paper?! 

Some Land Artists make art in urban areas (towns and cities). Two Land Artists called Christo and Jeanne-

Claude wrapped whole buildings and parts of landscapes in material!

Focus for Questioning

What does he want people to think about when they see his art?

Does something count as art if you can’t hang it on the walls of a gallery?

Does something count as art if it disappears after a few days?

What else could count as art? A birthday party? A video game? Your bedroom?!

Why do you think Richard Long made art like this? How do you think he feels about nature?

 

@ARTONTOUR2020            @SWINDONGALLERYARTONTOUR

TEACHING RICHARD LONG'S LAND ART

Richard Long was born in Bristol in 1945.

Most of his art is based on walking. He goes on big journeys on his

own, walking for hundreds of miles. He has walked everywhere

from Lapland to the Andes mountains in South America! He thinks

of his journeys as his artworks.

On his walks he often makes simple patterns or SCULPTURES (3D

shapes) with natural materials like sticks or stones.

On some of his walks, he sets himself challenges and uses them to

name his artworks. On ‘A Thousand Miles in a Thousand Hours’

(1974) he did just that! On ‘Water Walk’ (1999) he collected water

from each river he crossed and poured it into the next one!

He records his walks using photos, writing and maps. But the real

artwork is the walk or the patterns he makes, not the photos.

Written in pupil-friendly language, this toolkit will help you explore Richard Long's Land

Art with pupils! This cross on the ground is an artwork he made while walking in Peru.

Swindon Museum and Art Gallery 
Bath Road, Swindon, SN1 4BA

www.swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk

In 1989, Richard Long won the Turner Prize

(the biggest prize in Art) for his Land Art.

Teac
hER

tool
kit



Have a look at some of Richard Long’s other artworks using Google image search. Try and explain Richard

Long’s art to someone in your family who doesn’t know about it.

Research some other famous Land Artists using books and the internet. Have a look at Andy Goldsworthy,

Robert Smithson, Christo and Jeanne-Claude, David Nash, Nancy Holt, Walter de Maria, Michael Heizer or Dennis

Oppenheim. Use Google image search to have a look at some of their artwork. What do the artworks have in

common? Which pieces do you like and not like? Why? Make a fact-file of your favourite Land Artist.

Go on a nature walk. Take a bag so you can bring home any interesting natural materials you find. Take a

camera or phone to record what you see or any art you make. Take a sketchbook or piece of paper and draw

something you see along the way. 

Make a piece of nature SOUND ART (art you listen to!) Take a phone on a walk and record the sounds you hear

in five different places. Or record the sounds on five different walks.

Draw a natural object. Find an interesting object in the school grounds or out on a walk and sketch it. Pencil is

best. Use lots of detail, spend a long time looking at the object, and make sure you feel the object as well.

My Favourite Place/Journey - write a description of a beautiful natural place that you like to go to, or a really

interesting journey you have been on. Remember to use the five senses, lots of adjectives, and to include as

much detail as possible. You might want to use natural objects to illustrate it.

Find the places Richard Long has walked, using an atlas or an online map: the Sahara Desert, Lapland, the

Andes mountains, Peru. What do you think the climate and weather are like in each place? Why?

 

@ARTONTOUR2020            @SWINDONGALLERYARTONTOUR

Learning activities across the Curriculum...

Teac
hER

tool
kit TEACHING RICHARD LONG'S LAND ART

In your school grounds, have a go at some LAND ART.

1. Gather some natural material. You could use stones, flowers, 

leaves, feathers, shells, or twigs. You could even try water, 

footprints, hand prints, or light and shadow. Make sure you only 

collect small amounts and be careful when you are collecting it.

2. Arrange your materials to make patterns or pictures. Land Artists often use

lines or circles. You could use your art to try and show how you feel when you are

outside, to tell people something about nature, or to help people enjoy nature.

3.  Take a photo of your brilliant artwork, make sure you wash your hands

afterwards, and put back any materials you have used.

Swindon Museum and Art Gallery 
Bath Road, Swindon, SN1 4BA

www.swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk

Creative Response Activities



Tree or leaf rubbings – 
take a bag with a 
few pieces of paper 
and some crayons 
on your walk. Collect 
some leaves from the 
ground as you walk. 
Find as many different 
shapes and sizes of leaf as possible. 

Each time you see a large tree, do a bark rubbing
- put a piece of paper on the trunk and rub a
crayon all over the paper until you see the
pattern. Don't press too hard! Use the side of the
crayon instead of the end.

When you get home, do the same thing with the
leaves to make leaf rubbings. See if you can
identify the trees from their bark and leaves.

Outdoor Art is great fun and really easy to do. It is sometimes called Land Art, Nature Art, or 
Environmental Art. You can try it ANYWHERE - in parks, woodland, the countryside, at the 
beach, or in the garden! You don't need anything special, just head out for a walk!

Always remember to look after the environment - put things back where you found them, don't pick too many
leaves or wild flowers, don't damage nature, and take home your litter. 

Look after yourself as well! There are some plants and animals that can sting or hurt us, so you need to think
about what you are touching. Don't put anything, including your hands, near your mouth. Remember to wash
your hands whenever you have been making art outdoors - you could take some hand sanitiser and a bottle of
water with you on your walks.

ART IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Make a nature picture –
make a picture outside
using natural materials (eg -
stones, grass, sticks, seeds,
leaves, flowers, mud, sand,
and water)

Adopt a tree – choose a tree near your house to
‘adopt’! You could even name it! Go and see it
regularly - at least once a week. Draw it, paint it, or
collect materials from it. You could even write a
story about it! How does it change? Which animals
do you see in the tree? Remember to look for small
insects on the leaves and bark, as well as bigger
birds and animals. You could keep a diary of your
tree or take photos.

Find gold at the end of
the rainbow – collect
natural materials with
different colours to
make a ‘rainbow’.

Make a picture frame for an outdoor picture -
find four sticks the same length. Arrange them
on the ground to make a square. Attach the
sticks together at each corner using string or
rubber bands. Take the picture frame with you
and use it to find interesting views on your walk.
Remember to look up and down and to look very
closely at things to find the best 'pictures'. You
could take photos of the views you see through
your picture frame.

Make a piece of art where you temporarily change
the landscape (eg – flatten long grass with your
footprints, take photos of your shadow, draw a
picture by pouring lines of water on a path). 

Cloud-watch -  lie down on some grass and look at
the clouds. Can you see any pictures in the clouds?!

Make natural paints and pigments by crushing
natural materials like flowers, berries, or leaves. Or
find natural sculpting materials like clay, mud or sand.
Then make an artwork using your new materials.



Make a picture at
home using natural
materials you have
collected.

Press flowers - collect some flowers and put
them between two pieces of white paper. Put the
paper under a heavy weight, like a pile of books or
magazines, for at least 4 weeks. When you take
the paper out, you will have a record of the
flowers you picked, frozen in time! See if you can
identify the flowers using books or the internet.

Imaginary worlds - 
make an imaginary 
world outside by 
placing some objects 
from home in a natural 
environment (toys 
work well) Take a 
photo and remember 
to take your objects home with you! 

You could make a small fairy door out of
cardboard before you go for a walk. Take it with
you and put it in lots of different places to make
doors into fairy worlds! You could try putting it at
the bottom of trees, in the forks of trees, or at the
bottom of walls. Remember to take photos!

Take a cuddly toy or a character figurine outside
and take photos of it in different places doing
different activities! It might be swinging from the
branch of a tree or trying to catch a fish in a
puddle! Turn the photos into holiday postcards!

Pattern hunting - see
how many different
patterns you can find in
nature and draw them or
take photos.

Photo Challenge – 
challenge each other to 
take a photo of something outside beginning with
each letter of the alphabet, or have a competition
to see how many photos you can take of different
birds and animals, or take a photo of objects that
are each of the colours of the rainbow.

Collage – collect some
natural materials and make
a collage at home.

Make a sculpture using natural
materials (eg – mud, clay, grass
cuttings, leaves, rocks)

Nature Characters - use a
pair of sunglasses to create
some nature characters!
Take photos of your
creations. You could even
write a story about the
characters you find.

Say cheese! - create and leave some smiling faces to
make other people smile on their walks!

Observational drawing – when you next go for a
walk, take some paper, a pencil and something
hard to lean on. Have a go at drawing something
you see as accurately as possible.

Nature Challenge - how many different types of
shape can you find in nature? How many different
shades of green can you find? 

Shadow Sketching - on a sunny day, put a piece of
paper somewhere outside so that shadows fall on to
it (shadows from plants work well). Take a pencil and
trace around the edges of the shadows. You could
leave your sketch like this, or you could draw patterns
inside the shapes, or colour them in.

Mud Art! - use a stick to draw a picture in sand or mud.

Let's Go Fly a Kite - use a plastic bag to make a kite.
Cut the plastic bag to the size you want. Make a cross
with some wooden kitchen skewers, two rulers, or
four pencils, and sellotape the cross onto the middle
of the plastic kite shape. Attach some string to the
bottom of the kite. Wait for some wind and run!



 Ask an adult to staple the two toilet rolls together, side-by-side. 1.
       If you don't have a stapler, use paper-clips or clothes pegs.

There are lots of things you can do with your new Art Binoculars! 

2. Use the magazines, newspapers and flyers to decorate your  
    binoculars. Cut out colours, patterns and pictures you like and 
    glue them onto the toilet rolls. Or, use colouring pens to create a 
    design or draw some pictures.

3. Ask an adult to make a small hole for the string on each side of the 
    binoculars, near the top. 

4. Tie a knot in one end of your piece of string or ribbon.

5. Thread the string from the inside of one of the toilet rolls out 
    through the hole. Pull it through until the knot stops it going any 
    further.

6. Loop the string around to the second hole and thread it from the 
    outside into the inside of the second toilet roll. Pull the string 
    through and tie a knot in the end.

Outdoor Art Binoculars!

two toilet rolls
a stapler and an adult to help!
glue and some scissors
string or ribbon
some old magazines, newspapers 

You will need: 

      or flyers, or some colouring pens

We made some wildlife binoculars!

 Use them to help you look really 1.
        closely at artworks. They can 
        help you look carefully at 
        smaller parts of a big painting. 

   2. Use them to spy on people from 
        your art adventurer den!

   3. Take them on a walk and use 
        them to look at nature!



Art Scavenger Hunt!
It's useful to know lots of adjectives (describing words) to help you think 
about art and nature. Can you match these words to things you find outside? 
A flower petal might be SMOOTH, but tree bark might feel ROUGH. In each box,
write down or draw what you find. Some are easy words and some might be
words you need to ask someone about, but they are good ones to learn!

A EDCB
F G H I J
K L M N O

RQP
YXWVU

Z

TS

Bright CIrcular

Rough Smooth

Hard

Dark

Light

Thick

Angular

Pale

Vivid

OchreMulti-coloured

Flawless Green

Uneven

Energetic

Warm Yellow

JoyfulIndigo

NaturalKnotted

Quiet

Find something in
the shape of an X!

Find something in
the shape of a Z!

Can you think of any other words you could use 
to describe a painting or something in nature?



Christopher Nevinson worked as an ambulance
driver for soldiers at the beginning of the First World
War. He also spent time in England and France
looking after wounded soldiers. He became an
Official War Artist in 1917 and made over 60
paintings of the War.

He travelled with the soldiers and was at many of
the most famous battles. He flew with the Royal
Flying Corps and came under anti-aircraft fire. He
also spent a night in an observation balloon above
the Somme (where one of the most horrific battles
took place). He argued with the Government
because he wanted to paint the War as it really was
and they tried to censor some of his paintings.

TEACHER HELPSHEET
Background information on artworks

in the 'Artworks Pack and Powerpoint'

Teacher 
Toolkit

This help-sheet includes background information on some of the artworks in the 'Artworks Pack and
Powerpoint'. There are laminated A4 copies of the artworks in the box and they are all on the
accompanying Artworks Powerpoint. The language is pupil-friendly! 

During the Second World War, he became an Official War Artist again. He also worked as a
stretcher bearer in London during the Blitz. His own house was bombed. He presented one of
his paintings to the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, and it still hangs in Downing Street (the
Prime Minister’s house) today!

He made this painting in 1920, just after the First World War. He spent some time travelling
around Wales in a caravan, thinking about his experiences during the War and trying to paint
beautiful views to help him feel happier again.

Wallis was a Cornish fisherman. He did 

not train as an artist, but liked to paint the

boats he saw around him. Artists from the St

Ives School, a famous group of artists working

in Cornwall in the 1920s and 30s, discovered

some of his paintings and began to tell the

world abut him. Despite his new-found fame,

Wallis continued to use simple materials and

to paint simply. This piece was painted on

cardboard from the local greengrocers!
 

Can anyone be an artist? Who gets to decide?
Ship Amid Tall Waves by Alfred Wallis

'Welsh Hills' 
by Christopher Nevinson



Studland Bay - A Black Sea Coast by Roger Fry

In 1911, Fry travelled by steamship along the

coast of the Black Sea in Turkey. When he

returned home, he painted this picture of

Studland Bay in Dorset. He has made it look like

some of the landscapes he had seen on his

holiday by using warm colours 

and thick black outlines.
 

Which landscape would you most like to paint?

In 1897, Bevan married a Polish artist,

Stanislawa de Karlowska, and together they

often visited her family farm in central

Poland. While there, Bevan spent his time

painting views around the farm, like this one.

He liked to experiment with colour.

Audiences at the time were sometimes

shocked at how bright and bold his paintings

were! He travelled widely in France and Spain

and was inspired by many artists there.
 

Which people and places inspire you?

Back of the Granary, Poland by Robert Bevan


