
Which sounds do you think Jack Smith was listening to when he painted this? Why are some 

triangles blank? Why are there some faint colours? What do you think he was trying to show us?

 

Think about your other senses - what does silence smell like? What does loud noise feel like? 

What does beautiful music taste like?

 

What would life be like if you couldn’t hear? How do people adapt (change things) if they are deaf?

 

·Sound and music can affect how we feel. Some people like to listen to music to make them calm or happy.

Some people can find very loud sounds upsetting. Which sounds and music make you feel happy?

 

If sounds had colours, what colour would bird-song be? A dog barking? Waves breaking? A motorbike revving? 
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Thought stop

MAKING ART FROM SOUND!

Jack Smith lived between 1928 and 2011. At first, he made REALIST ART. This

means he painted things from everyday life as carefully as possible, so that they

looked real. Later on in his life, he started to make ABSTRACT ART. This is art

that uses lines, shapes and colours instead of showing real objects or scenes.

This painting is ABSTRACT.

This painting is about sound and music. When we listen to sounds or music, we

feel different emotions. In this painting, Smith wanted to show what he heard

and how he felt about it. 

Each long, thin triangle shows a different sound. Each one uses different

colours and shapes to show a sound or how the sound made him feel. The

triangles on the left-hand side show silence and very quiet sound.
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Try it at home!
1.  Divide a piece of paper into triangles, squares, or lots of

different shapes. You could also use the 'Sound Drawing'

worksheet instead.

2.  Listen to lots of pieces of music, or to different sounds in

your house – a hoover, a phone ring tone, a dog bark.

3.  Try to draw a different sound or piece of music inside each

shape on your piece of paper. How can you show loud and

soft sounds (volume)? How can you show gentle and harsh

sounds (tone)? High or low sounds (pitch)? Long or short

sounds (duration)? How can you show how each sound or

piece of music makes you Feel? You could use different

shapes, patterns, colours, lines, textures or materials, to show

the differences.

This is a painting by Jack Smith called 'Sounds and Silences'.


