
display the words on classroom walls and reference them.
give students laminated versions to use when writing and talking.
display 5 chosen key words on the board each lesson. Challenge students to
use them throughout the day.
model the use of these words in your teaching and see if students can spot
you using them!
ask students to use and highlight some of these words in a piece of writing
once they have used them verbally.
start slowly with multiple choice vocabulary and closed questions - display an
artwork and give students a series of antonym pairs to choose between to
describe the artwork
use these words as a focus for rewards.
use these words for spelling and grammar tests.
use these words alongside Art Cards (see 'Art Cards Unlocked').

Talking about art is not always an easy thing to do! Vocabulary is the
key to unlocking ideas, and students need to be actively given this tool and

encouraged to use it. Support them to be word-rich by using this bank of 
adjectives whenever talking, thinking or writing about art.

The Art and Design National Curriculum makes reference to the need for
students to 'evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art,

craft and design.' This resource is aimed at supporting the language of art, craft
and design at Key Stage 2, but can also be adapted for other Key Stages. This

explicit teaching of language has other obvious benefits across the Curriculum.

Suggestions for using this vocabulary bank:

For more suggestions, have a look at the 'Art Hacks' resources in our online
Learning Library - www.swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk/artontour

How does the artwork make you feel?
How do you think the artist felt?
How would you feel if you were         
 IN this artwork?
Do you like it? Why/why not?
Tell me about the colours.
Tell me about the lines and marks.
Tell me about the shapes.
Tell me about the textures.
Tell me about the subject.

Quick prompts to elicit description:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Useful initial adjectives:

Representational
Figurative
Abstract
Narrative
Landscape
Geometric
Domestic
Industrial
Sculptural

Describing Art



Happy/Sad
Joyful/Depressing
Familiar/Unfamiliar
Formal/Informal
Chaotic/Calm
Beautiful/Ugly
Colourful/Dull
Interesting/Uninspiring
Realistic/Unrealistic
Melancholic
Upsetting 
Nostalgic
Energetic

Adjectives to describe reaction and emotion:

Adjectives to describe elements of an artwork:

Hard/Soft
Large/Small 
Warm/Cool
Light/Dark
Smooth/ Rough 
Thick/Thin
Bright/Dull
Angular/Curved
Spacious/Cramped
Monochrome/Colourful
Ephemeral/permanent

Busy
Angry
Sombre
Intense
Strange
Dynamic
Frightening
Intriguing
Unexpected
Emotional
Enigmatic
Personal

Overlapping
Solid
Symmetrical
Linear
Delicate
Dense
Bold
Fluid
Layered
Fragmented
Precise

Patterned/Plain
Severe/Gentle
Simple/Complicated
Pale/Vivid
Detailed/Simple
Heavy/Light
Regular/Irregular
Even/Uneven
Contrasting
Faint
Neutral

Confusing
Ambiguous
Horrendous
Unsettling
Amusing
Strong
Vibrant
Mysterious
Striking
Shocking
Surreal
Unusual
Natural


