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War is clearly an emotive topic and there may be activities which act as
triggers for certain students. You may want to consider the context of your
class before delivering any of the activities.
Depending on the ability or age of students, you could complete the main
activity as a whole class, in groups, in pairs, or individually. 
Questioning can be used at most points of the lesson to increase the level of
challenge. Any slides with questions give a range for different abilities. 
Lower ability students and younger age groups may need to be provided with
ready-made silhouettes, or may need to draw rather than collage, for the
creative activity.

Differentiation:

WAR ART - Lesson Plan 1Lesson 
Plan

I know that WWII affected the way that artists made art
I know that artists make lots of different choices when 

I know that artists take their ideas from their own 

I can create an artwork inspired by another artist
I know that artworks can make people feel many different emotions
I can talk about artworks and give evidence to support my views

Learning Aims:

       they begin an artwork

      experiences and from other artworks

Curriculum Links:
Art and Design - produce creative work; evaluate and analyse creative works.
History - WWII, The Blitz

accompanying Powerpoint - emailed
A2 framed artwork
Artworks Pack - provided
A3 copies of pupil worksheet - attached
thumbs up/thumbs down cards - provided
black card and wax crayons - provided
pencils and paper
scissors and glue

Resources Needed:

Sir Claude Francis Barry
Tower Bridge, London:
A Wartime Nocturne

Topic: The Blitz



Show students the painting 'Tower Bridge, London: A Wartime Nocturne' (A2 framed
print provided, Powerpoint SLIDE 2, or provide individual photocopies of the artwork
from the copy in the Artworks Pack.) Give students 2 minutes to talk/think about what
they think it is a painting of, and then ask for feedback. Ask 'why do you think that?' or
'what tells you that?' to support them in giving evidence for their interpretations. Ask
them how the painting makes them feel? Is it a happy, sad, angry, or confusing artwork?

Ask students to imagine they are in the first painting, in London in 1940. They are going
to think about what that experience was like. Give each student a worksheet (attached -
it works best as an A3 copy). Work through the questions on SLIDE 7. Give students 2
minutes to mind-map answers to each question on the worksheet. The questions
appear individually as you click through the slide. Students should write down words
that come to mind, or use emojis or pictures. Take whole class feedback. How did their
emotions change? Alternatively, you could do this activity verbally, either in groups or
as a whole class, or they could work with whiteboards/flipchart paper in groups. 

Show students the artwork again (SLIDE 8) and explain that there are lots of different
choices an artist can make to create emotion in their audience. Remind them of their
answers from the beginning of the lesson about how the painting makes them feel. Did
any of them suggest it was a happy painting? Why? Does London look strong or weak in
the painting? Do they think Barry was proud to be British when he painted it? Use
SLIDE 9 to explain some of the artist's choices. The information appears box by box as
you click through the slide. Why do they think the artist chose to paint it in this way,
knowing that lots of people would see it?

STARTER - explore the subject of the painting:

1.

   2.Now show SLIDE 3 which gives the title of the artwork. Ask the same question again. 

   3.Explain to students what the painting depicts, using SLIDE 4 and 5. Were they correct?

   4.Briefly explore the artwork on SLIDE 6 - Landscape by George Downs.

MAIN - explore the theme of the painting:

1.

You might want to use sound to help them. The beginning of this Youtube clip works
well, used without the images, as audio: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1VafS6QSKlQ. It starts with 2 minutes of wartime music; at 1m 37s the air-raid siren
sounds; at 3m 57s there is an eerie silence for a minute; at 4m 52s, the bombing starts.

 
MAIN - explore the emotion of the painting:

1.

   2. Play Emotion Attack! Give students a smiley-face emoji card and a sad face emoji card 
       each. Show students the artworks on SLIDES 10-19. They are all about war. For each,   
       ask students to hold up a smiley face emoji if they think it is an uplifting painting, or a
       sad face emoji if they think it is a melancholy painting. Pick a student each time to
       explain their choice. Artists can choose to approach the same subject in different ways.

TEACHING AND LEARNING TASKS
(see accompanying Powerpoint)

Lesson 
Plan



Explain to the class that they are going to create their own artwork inspired by Barry's
'Wartime Nocturne' and Downs' 'Landscape'. They are going to create a 'Blitz skyline',
using building silhouettes against the sky. They can choose to follow Barry's example
and create a strong image in celebration of people's courage, or a darker scene
showing some of the terror of war. Ask them to look at and think about the worksheets
they completed earlier. They should try to include some of these emotions in their
artwork and show the viewer how it felt to be in a city during the Blitz.

Students should draw the outline of a skyline silhouette on the black card in pencil
and cut it out. They can do this as one continuous skyline, or individual buildings.
They should place this onto their white paper, so that it sits at the bottom edge of
the paper. They should roughly mark where the silhouette sits. 
Then, they should use the wax crayons to create the sky of their piece on the paper
- this could include fire, smoke, aeroplanes, searchlights, a sunrise or sunset,
bombs, anti-air craft fire, explosions, etc. They could even include some of the
words from their worksheet mind-map.
Finally, they should stick their silhouette onto the paper to create their Blitz Skyline.

MAIN - create an artwork about war

1.

Each student needs: a piece of black card (provided), a piece of white paper, access to
wax crayons (provided), a pencil, access to scissors and glue. 

PLENARY:

Give students two minutes to walk around the classroom and look at each other's
artworks. You could even ask them to leave positive comments on post-its next to the
artworks they like. Give them a model in terms of how to make feedback specific (eg - 'I like
how bright and bold your sky is', rather than 'I like it'). Ask students to suggest different
choices an artist can make to influence the reaction of the viewer. 

HOMEWORK:

Ask students to write and illustrate a diary entry about a night in an air-raid shelter during
The Blitz, or to write a description of a bombed house, like that in Downs' painting.

TEACHING AND LEARNING TASKS (continued)Lesson 
Plan



Use this worksheet to think about what it would have been like to experience The Blitz.

A Wartime Nocturne:
A night in London during The Blitz

Student 
worksheet

1.You are listening to music on the
radio with your family after a delicious
dinner. How do you feel? What are
you thinking?

2. The air raid siren sounds and your
Mum turns off the radio. Your family
all look at one another. How do you
feel? What are you thinking?

3. You are in the air raid shelter at the
bottom of the garden. There is no
bombing yet. How do you feel? What
can you see? What can you hear?
What are you thinking?

4. The bombing starts nearby. How do
you feel? What can you see? What can
you hear? What are you thinking?

5. The bombing ends and you leave the air-raid shelter. How do you feel? What can
you see? What can you hear? What are you thinking?






