
Christopher Nevinson worked as an ambulance driver for
soldiers at the beginning of the First World War. He also
spent time in England and France looking after wounded
soldiers. He became an Official War Artist in 1917 and
made over 60 paintings of the War.

He travelled with the soldiers and was at many of the
most famous battles. He flew with the Royal Flying Corps
and came under anti-aircraft fire. He also spent a night in
an observation balloon above the Somme (where one of
the most horrific battles took place). He argued with the
Government because he wanted to paint the War as it
really was and they tried to censor some of his paintings.

Augustus John was an Official War Artist during the First
World War. He travelled with a group of Canadian
soldiers. He made lots of drawings of the soldiers before,
during, and after battle. This drawing shows soldiers
resting. You can also see an airship and a bombed
building.

John chose to use simple, quick, messy lines to show the
soldiers. This was partly because it was the easiest way to
draw in a difficult situation, but it also helped him to
show the messy, nightmare-like lives of the soldiers. The
men are alive, but some look almost like ghosts.
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During the Second World War, he became an Official War Artist again. He also worked as a stretcher
bearer in London during the Blitz. His own house was bombed. He presented one of his paintings to
the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, and it still hangs in Downing Street (the Prime Minister’s house)
today!

He made this painting in 1920, just after the First World War. He spent some time travelling around
Wales in a caravan, thinking about his experiences during the War and trying to paint beautiful views to
help him feel happier again.

OFFICIAL WAR ARTISTS - FIRST WORLD WAR:



Graham Sutherland was an Official War Artist during the
Second World War. He made over 150 paintings showing
bombed buildings in London and Wales during the Blitz. 

He painted this strange landscape in 1940, at the
beginning of the War. It shows how dark and terrifying war
can be and helps us understand how frightening war
must have been for people.

The painting reminds us of bomb damage and of the
muddy fields where soldiers fought in the First World War.

Paul Nash fought as a soldier in the First World War.
When he was wounded, he became an Official War Artist.
Like Nevinson, he really liked the countryside because it
made him feel calmer after some difficult times. This
painting shows the edge of a wood at his friend’s house.
He spent a lot of time at the house during the War. He
called it ‘magical’ because it helped him feel better. 

He has painted the wood using lots of faint colours and
delicate lines to show its beauty in spring. It is the
opposite of all the violence and harshness he saw during
the War.

OFFICIAL WAR ARTISTS - SECOND WORLD WAR:

John Piper was an Official War Artist during the Second World War.
He painted cities that had been damaged by bombs from the Blitz.
He visited bombed areas hours after an air-raid to record the
damage. He painted many bombed churches and the inside of the
House of Commons when it was bombed. He was even allowed
into secret Air Raid Precaution control rooms as part of his work. 

In 1943, Piper went to paint in a mine in Wales where lots of
expensive and important paintings from the National Gallery had
been evacuated for safety during the Blitz. He then cycled around
North Wales taking photos and drawing buildings and views. This
is a waterfall he painted in Snowdonia in Wales.

He was also asked to paint lots of important buildings around the
country as a record in case they were damaged in the Blitz. The
King even asked him to paint Windsor Castle! Artists worked in lots
of different ways during the War.



Leslie Cole was born in Swindon. At the beginning of the Second World
War, he joined the Royal Air Force. He became ill, so started as an
Official War Artist instead in 1942. 

During the War, Hitler and the Nazis in Germany treated Jewish people
in terrible ways. They forced many Jewish people into concentration
camps and killed millions of people. At the end of the War, countries on
the winning side freed the Jewish prisoners in the concentration camps.
Cole was at one of the concentration camps with the soldiers on the day
they rescued the prisoners. He saw some terrible things and showed
some of them in his artworks.

He then went to Burma in 1945 to record the fighting in the jungle there.
He painted portraits of many prisoners of war who had been badly
injured.

Cole was very upset by the things he had seen during the War and found
it difficult to be happy again. He painted this picture in 1946, just after
returning from war. It makes us feel the same sadness, loneliness and
fear that he must have felt.

L. S Lowry was an Official War Artist during the Second World War.
He was also a volunteer fire warden during the Blitz. He chose to
make art about life in England during the War, not about the
fighting in far away places. 

This is a painting of Pendlebury near Manchester in 1940. Lowry’s
house is just around the corner! He lived here for over 40 years.
The church you can see had been damaged in the bombing.

It is winter in the painting, the snow is melting, and we can see the
dirt underneath. The painting gives us a really sad, lonely feeling.
Lowry is showing us how difficult things were for people back at
home in Britain, even though they were not fighting in the War. 

Many families had lost husbands, fathers or brothers in the War.
Some people had less money because of the War. Some people
had to change their jobs. There was less food for everyone and
lots of food which you could not buy anymore. Sometimes people
were hungry. Everyone would have been afraid of the War. You
can feel some of these problems in the sadness in this picture.

OFFICIAL WAR ARTISTS - SECOND WORLD WAR (continued):



Sir Claude Francis Barry lived in London during the Blitz (the
heavy bombing of cities in Britain during the Second World War).
Some of his paintings were destroyed in the bombing. He
painted this view of Tower Bridge, the River Thames, and St
Paul’s Cathedral in London in 1940.

This painting shows what London looked like at night during the
Blitz. You can see the searchlights in the sky looking for enemy
planes. You can also see some anti-aircraft shells which are
being fired at enemy planes. In nine months, over 43,000 people
were killed in the bombing raids. 

However, Barry has made London seem strong, proud and calm,
even in this difficult situation. He wanted to give people hope.

At the start of the Second World War, Ian Hamilton Finlay
was evacuated to live with some of his family in the
countryside. In 1942, at the age of 18, he joined the
British Army and fought as a soldier. The Battle of
Midway which Finlay has shown here, happened in the
same year that he joined the army. It was one of the
most important sea battles between America and Japan
in the Pacific.

Finlay made this screenprint over 30 years later. Like
many soldiers, he found it difficult to forget the War and
it affected the rest of his life and his artwork.

MAKING ART ABOUT WAR:

You can see 7 beehives which represent 7 aircraft carriers (huge boats with aeroplanes on!) He has
written their names around the outside. Some of them are on fire because they have been bombed.
The bees represent the aeroplanes and pilots. The rose bushes in-between represent the sea. Artists
can show us war in lots of different ways.

George Downs painted this house in 1940 during the
Second World War. We do not know if it was a real house
or a house from his imagination, but we do know that in
1940 the Blitz had started and bombs were falling across
the country almost every night. 

When people came out of air-raid shelters and
underground stations in the morning, they would
sometimes find buildings ruined by bombs. Sometimes
you could see houses where one wall had been destroyed
and the rest of the house was still standing. You could see
into the rooms and see parts of the furniture and people’s
lives. This painting reminds us of these houses. 

The painting reminds us of a dream, a nightmare, or a
fairy tale. It is strange that there are no people.



Kathleen Williams painted this woman in 1944, during the
Second World War. She is a refugee. A refugee is someone who
has escaped from their home country because of war, horrible
mistreatment, or a natural disaster, like an earthquake.

We do not know who this woman is, but there are lots of signs
that her life has been very difficult. She is dressed in black – a
colour often worn when people are in mourning because
someone they love has recently died. She looks sad and the red
colour in her cheeks shows she feels emotional. If you look really
closely, her eyes are watery, as if she might cry. She is clasping
and twisting her hands which you might do if you were upset.

We can guess that this woman may have fled to England because
of the fighting in her home country during the Second World
War. She may be Jewish and may have had to leave her home in
Germany or Poland because of the terrible way that Jewish
people were treated by Hitler and the Nazis who ruled Germany.

WAR REFUGEES:

This is a painting of Regent Circus in Swindon. You may have been
to the cinema there! 

Harold Dearden painted this in 1945, just before the Second World
War ended. You can see two American soldiers getting into the car
on the left. The painting makes us feel sad because it is raining and
all the people look grumpy and in a hurry to get home. Dearden
was showing us how difficult things were for people back at home
in Britain, even though they were not fighting in the War. 

Some people had lost husbands, fathers or brothers in the War.
Some people had less money because of the War. Some people
had to change their jobs. There was less food for everyone and lots
of food which you could not buy anymore. Sometimes people were
hungry. Everyone would have been afraid of the War. You can see
some of these problems in the sadness in this picture.

MAKING ART ABOUT LIFE ON THE HOME FRONT:

Jankel Adler was born in Poland and lived in Germany. In the
1930s, Hitler and the Nazis took over Germany and began to
treat Jewish people in terrible ways. Adler was Jewish and the
Nazis hated his paintings. He became a refugee and had to run
away from Germany. First he went to France, and then he
escaped to safety in Scotland.

The figure in this painting may be an artist, like Adler, because he
has a large paint palette. The white figure with its big eyes looks
a bit like a ghost. Maybe Adler felt like a ghost because of what
had happened to him. His 9 brothers and sisters sadly did not
survive the Holocaust.


