
SWINDON SCHOOLS CREATIVE PROJECT

Teacher Pack

'No Place Like Home'



As a single, stand-alone creative lesson where pupils look briefly at one of the artworks and
create a single creative response (there is a supporting lesson plan and Powerpoint for this)

Over a few lessons/days where pupils look at a number of artworks from the Swindon
Collection and work on a more detailed response, perhaps using a number of drafts;

As an art project spread over a half-term, where pupils look at a number of artworks from
the Swindon Collection and produce a number of different creative responses;

As part of a wider topic, drawing out cross-curricular links as well as creating artwork.

The project looks at both exploring artworks and creating artworks. 

STEP 1: Choose an artwork/s from the selection in this pack. 

STEP 2: Help pupils explore the artwork/s. You could use an activity/activities from the 'Ways to
Explore Artworks' resource in this pack. There is also a separate Information Pack that contains
information sheets for each artwork - these suggest more ways to explore each artwork and give
background information. There is also an accompanying Powerpoint containing all the artworks.

STEP 3: Ask pupils to respond to the artwork/s. There is a 'Suggestions for Creative Responses'
resource in this pack to help with creative ideas. The Information Pack also suggests creative
response ideas for each individual artwork.
 
You can deliver the project:
 

WELCOME TO THE SWINDON
SCHOOLS KS2 CREATIVE PROJECT!

Swindon Museum and Art Gallery are asking Swindon schools and their KS2 pupils to respond
creatively to artworks on the theme of ‘Home’ from the Swindon Collection of Modern British Art.
It is a school-led project, but we provide the creative inspiration!

Schools have until Easter 2021 to produce artworks and engage with the project. The Gallery can
offer support along the way and will visit schools in Spring 2021 to meet pupils and see their
artwork. Artworks from each participating school will be chosen to form part of a schools
exhibition at the Gallery later in the year. Pupils, staff and parents will be invited to attend. The
Gallery can also support with organising an exhibition and celebration of pupils’ work at school.

How do I organise the project?

What is the Creative Project?

What should pupils create?

Pupils' creative responses can be in any medium, from painting to poetry, and creative
writing to recycled art. There are lots of suggestions in the resources. You can either give
pupils free choice or specify an art-form that the class are going to work on. Pupils can work
individually, in pairs, in groups, or as a full class to produce the artwork/s. Artworks should
explore the theme of ‘Home’ and be inspired by the Swindon Collection.



Borrowing a Discovery Box with more resources:

Schools can borrow a free Discovery Box to help explore the artworks and the concept of ‘Home’,
or you can simply use the emailed resources. The box can be delivered and collected and will be
loaned for a two week period of your choice. It contains copies of artworks, objects for use in
exploring them, and a teacher pack of photocopiable toolkits, lesson plans, and worksheets.

Please register your class for the project if you have not done so already, by emailing:

Mags Parker - Art on Tour Learning Officer
maparker@swindon.gov.uk

There is no requirement to be part of the project if circumstances change after registering!
 
You can carry out the project at any time before Easter 2021. We will be back in-touch with schools
just before Easter to arrange a visit and next steps.

Register:

HAPPY CREATING!

Outcomes:

· pupils will create a response to artworks on the theme of ‘Home’ from the Swindon Collection
· teachers will have access to art resources and ideas to support their teaching
· pupils will discover the Swindon Collection of Modern British Art and engage with modern art
· pupils will explore the concept of 'home', using art to explore their ideas and experiences



Michael Rothenstein
The White Dresser

Charles White
Façade of Railway 

Village Houses

Edward Bawden
Essex Housing Estate

George Downs
Landscape

George Reason
The House with 
the Yellow Door

L.S.Lowry
Winter in Pendlebury

Mary Fedden
The Spanish Chair

Charles Blackman
The Family

Janet Boulton
Summer Window, 

Ridgeway Farm Cottage

Lisa Milroy
Small Objects

Nicholas Monro
Igloos

Richard Hamilton
Interior Study

STEP 1: CHOOSE AN ARTWORK/S
Artworks on the theme of 'Home' from 

The Swindon Collection of Modern British Art

All artworks can be found on the accompanying 'Artworks Powerpoint'. 
A4 copies for printing can be found in the 'Artwork Pack'. 

Information sheets on each artwork, including activities and teaching
suggestions, can be found in the Information Pack.



Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down - ask pupils to consider the artwork in silence for 30
seconds. Then ask for a thumbs up or down to elicit opinions. Ask a few pupils to
elaborate on their responses. You might want to provide some adjectives to help
pupils describe what they like/don't like about it.

Speed drawing - ask pupils to speed-draw the artwork as a competition, with a time-
limit! See who can produce the most accurate copy!

Drawing Blind - in pairs, ask one pupil to describe the artwork to their partner who
cannot see the image. The second pupil should draw the artwork as it is described to
them.

Spot the Shape - ask pupils to spot the different shapes used in the artwork - are
certain shapes repeated? Why?

Spot the Colour - ask pupils to identify the different colours used in the artwork -
where do they appear on the colour wheel, are certain shades used, are the colours
echoed in different parts of the artwork, why has the artist used certain colours, how
do the colours make you feel?

Spot the Line - ask pupils to describe the different lines used in the artwork - has the
artist chosen thick/thin/faint/strong/straight/curved lines? Why? Do any of them form
patterns/echo each other?

The Eyes Have It - ask pupils, where are your eyes drawn first? Why? Are there any
lines or action/movement in the artwork that makes your eyes move somewhere
else? If you can display the artwork on a screen, ask pupils to draw arrows on it to
show which direction/s the movement is in.

Framing - ask pupils, why has the artist chosen this viewpoint? What if they had
moved their view slightly to the left/right/above/below/zoomed in/zoomed
out/chosen a different weather/time of day/time of year?

Close-up - zoom in on part of the artwork on the Powerpoint, or give pupils
magnifying glasses and a hard copy of the artwork, or ask them to make 'viewfinders'
(paper or cardboard frames) to isolate different parts of the artwork. What can they
see? Any extra details? How has the artist made their marks? Why?

Name that Artwork - ask pupils to give the artwork a new title (encourage them to
think outside the purely descriptive)

Once you have chosen one of the provided artworks, support pupils to explore it using
any of these methods:

Short, introductory activities:

STEP 2: EXPLORE YOUR CHOSEN ARTWORK/S



Every Picture Tells a Story - ask pupils questions to build a narrative around an
artwork. Who is she? Why is he doing that? Who lives there? What is their life like?
You could give them time in groups to devise their narrative.

Art Detectives - ask pupils, what happens next? What has just happened? When do
you think this was painted? Which clues tell you?

Off-camera - ask pupils, what can't we see? What can't we hear? What has the artist
left out? If there is a human subject. what can they see? 

Hot-seating - if the artwork has a human subject/s, ask a pupil to be that person.
The rest of the class ask them questions. What are they thinking? Who are they?
Where are they? How do they know the other people in the artwork?

Spot the Difference - how is the house in the artwork similar or different to yours?
How are the people similar to you/people you know? Does the artwork remind you
of anything in your life?

Name It - in groups, ask pupils to list every object they can see in the artwork as
quickly as possible. Set a time-limit and see which group have listed the most items!

Adjective Action - ask pupils to think of five adjectives to describe the artwork, or
give them a time-limit in pairs/groups to come up with as many as possible. Award
extra points for adjectives no other team have!

Can you Feel It? - ask pupils, how does the artwork make you feel? Why? (ask them
to think about colour, subject and style) How did the artist feel? Which clues tell you?

Sketching - ask pupils to sketch an artwork in detail. It helps to allow them to
sit/lie/stand in any position of their choice. Clipboards and background music also
work well.

Re-creation - ask pupils to re-create an artwork in another medium (eg - turn a
painting into a collage)

Re-creation - ask pupils to re-create an artwork from another point of
view/perspective (eg - if the painting shows the perspective from a window, what is
the view like looking in through the window?)

Soundscape - ask pupils to create a soundscape for the artwork. What would you
hear if you were in that scene? Or ask them to list the sounds they could hear.

Line of Continuum - tell pupils there is an imaginary line on the floor. Give them two
opposing adjectives, one for each end of the line, and ask them to place themselves
along the line of continuum according to where they think the artwork sits. (eg -
Bright or Dull? Pupils stand at one end of the line if they think the artwork is really
bright, at the other end if they think it is really dull, or somewhere along the line
depending on their viewpoint). (You could try: Interesting/boring? Sad/happy? etc)

Longer activities:



collage
painting
drawing
print-making
felt-making
film
clay-modelling
papier-mache
wire sculpture
a portrait
a diorama or 3D model
photography
origami
installation art (changing a space)
a poster
recycled art
land art (in nature)
a mural
a comic strip
stop gap animation
decoupage
ceramics
textiles
making a puppet
sculpture
lego/Duplo/Meccano sculpture

a poem
a monologue from the point of view of a subject in the artwork (human or inanimate)
performance poetry
creative writing - narrative or descriptive
an instructional leaflet/advert
a playscript

Once you have explored an artwork/s, ask pupils to respond to it creatively:

VISUAL ART:

LITERATURE:

STEP 3: GET CREATIVE!

creative writing
an instructional leaflet/advert
a drama performance
a dance performance
performance poetry
an audio guide
a soundscape
a piece of music
a puppet show
storytelling 

PERFORMING ARTS:

This is not an exhaustive list! 
Anything goes!

You could use the artwork as a
springboard for entirely fresh

ideas, or you could 
re-create the artwork using a

different medium.

Suggestions for creative responses:


