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Show pupils the artwork and ask them to identify as many objects as possible by
writing a list in pairs. How many do they have in their house? What are they used for?

Explain that Lisa Milroy created a series of these paintings of everyday objects on
white backgrounds. She wanted people to think about the little objects in our homes
that we take for granted. She wanted us to think about them differently, as objects
separate from their functions, and to consider what they look like, rather than
thinking about what we use them for. Are any of them beautiful? Are any of them art?

TEACHING AND LEARNING TASKS:

Starter:

1.

   2.Try a memory game - cover the artwork and give them one minute to write
      down/shout out as many objects as they can remember!

   3.In pairs, ask them to categorise the objects by: colour, function, shape, where they
      would be used/found.

Main:

1.

   2.Introduce the idea of The Borrowers! The book is provided in the Discovery Box
      should you want to use it. The Borrowers are small people, 4 inches high, who lived in
      people's houses, borrowing and re-purposing their household objects. A postage
      stamp becomes a painting, and a cotton reel becomes a stool. Play The Borrowers
      Game with pupils, using the 'Small Objects' painting - if they were Borrowers, what 
      could they use these objects for?!

90 minutes. Suitable for KS1, 2 and 3, with differentiation.

This is a Still-Life painting by Lisa Milroy showing small,
everyday, functional objects from our homes. This activity
is built around the artwork and uses the objects in the
Discovery Box to explore the idea of 'home'.

A copy of the above painting, 'Small Objects' by Lisa Milroy - there is an A4 copy in the
Artworks Pack, an A2 copy to display, and the image is on the accompanying
Discovery Box Powerpoint. 
The enclosed Information Sheet about the painting
A class set of photocopies of the enclosed pupil worksheet
All the objects in this canvas bag
'The Borrowers' book and 'The Arrival' graphic novel from the Discovery Box

RESOURCES NEEDED:
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Give pupils time at the end of the lesson to walk around the classroom and look at
each other's artworks. They might want to pair up and ask each other questions/show
their work. Or you might want to organise them into groups to try and guess which
artwork belongs to which pupil!

Main (continued):

   3.Ask pupils who they think the items belong to? What clues are there? Explain that the 
      objects we surround ourselves with in our homes tell people a lot about us. They form
      part of our identities - who we are. Imagine losing your favourite objects! Ask them to
      look at their own bags and pencil cases - what could a detective guess about them
      from these objects? (eg - age, gender, interests - they like Harry Potter, characteristics -
      messy, etc) Give the example of Roald Dahl and other famous authors who keep
      objects of personal significance on their writing desks (Dahl famously had his own hip
      bone on his desk!)

   4.Explain to pupils that they are going to be house detectives! Either in groups, or as a 
      whole class, give pupils one of the plastic bags contained within this canvas bag.
      Explain that it contains small, personal items collected from someone's home. Give
      them five minutes to look closely at the items and discuss with their group. They
      should try to deduce as much information about the person as possible. They should
      consider: age, gender, interests, life-style, personality, what the person's house and
      family might be like. Remind them that these are items of significance, not just random
      items. Use questioning to draw out details beyond 'it's a woman who likes dogs' -
      maybe her dog is so important because she's lonely and has no family, maybe the
      wool is important because she is a textile artist rather than just someone who knits. Be
      ready to challenge gender assumptions!

    5.Show pupils the first page of 'The Arrival' graphic novel provided in the Discovery Box -
       you can either use the book, photocopy it, use a visualiser, or Google image search
       'The Arrival first page'! The page shows 9 images, items of significance belonging to
       the family in the novel. They tell us a lot about the family. You might also want to look
       at the family's living room on page 2 and the objects they surround themselves with
       there. In the novel, the family become refugees and have to leave most of their
       possessions behind them when they leave the country. Give pupils copies of the
       enclosed template and ask them to create their own 'Small Objects' artwork, similar to
       the page in 'The Arrival', containing images of their most treasured possessions. If
       they had to leave their homes, which objects would they want to take with them. Their
       artwork should give people clues about who they are.

Plenary:

1.



SMALL OBJECTS



In 1917, Marcel Duchamp began the Found Art movement,

shocking the world by exhibiting a urinal, entitled

‘Fountain’!  He hoped to question the definition of art. Can

anything be art? Who decides? He wanted people to think

about the difference between form (what something

looks like) and function (what something is used for). 

Most Found Art is sculpture. Man Ray stuck nails to the

bottom of an iron, Salvador Dali turned a lobster into a

telephone, Pablo Picasso re-purposed matchboxes and

newspapers, Michael Craig-Martin placed a glass of water

on a shelf, Damien Hirst pickled dead animals, and Tracey

Emin exhibited her un-made bed! The objects we

surround ourselves with, particularly those in our homes,

tell the world a lot about us.

make a ‘Small Objects’ artwork by collecting small,

everyday objects from around the house. Choose

interesting shapes and colours. How will you arrange

them? By colour/function/weight/size/category, etc. You

could paint, draw or photograph them.

write a ‘Found Poem’ - choose a found piece of text (eg

- packaging, leaflet, magazine, text message) and cross

out words which you don't want using a marker pen.

Copy out the remaining words to form your poem.

make a Found Art Gallery - clear a table or floor-space;

find some ‘plinths’ (eg - Jenga blocks, books); find some

objects to display; give each a title and make display

labels (a teaspoon could be ‘a spade for digging to the

centre of the earth!’ A jam jar lid could be a ‘Frisbee’!) 

THE ARTIST...

Lisa Milroy was born in Canada

and moved to England aged 19.

In the 1980s, she became

famous for making lots of

paintings of everyday objects

on white backgrounds. She

painted shoes, lipsticks and

even lightbulbs! The paintings

were all finished within a day. 

IDEAS FOR QUESTIONING:

TEACHER HELP-SHEET

Which objects can you see in this painting? Where

would you find them? What would you use them for?

Why do you think the artist has chosen to put these

objects together? Do they have anything in common?

Can any object be ‘art’? Does a dustbin count as art?

Can a kettle be beautiful? Can a chair be ugly?

Which objects do you have in your bedroom? What do

they tell us about you?

SUGGESTIONS FOR CREATIVE RESPONSES:

THE ARTWORK...

This is a Still-Life painting (a

close-up representation of a

group of objects). It is

noticeably different to most

Still-Life, as the objects are

separate and have no context. 

Milroy's works are Found Art -

art made from everyday

objects. Artists help us to view

objects differently by giving

them a new name, adapting

them, or presenting them in an

unusual way. By removing

objects from their contexts,

Milroy forces us to look more

closely and to consider form

instead of function, We realise

that lots of the little 

things we 

take for 

granted 

are 

amazing! 

EXPLORING THE THEME OF 'HOME':

SMALL OBJECTS (1987)
by LISA MILROY
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