
Discover these ten amazing paintings hiding in the school grounds! 
How many can you find?!

The paintings are from the Swindon Collection of Modern British Art. There are over 600

artworks in the Collection! They are looked after by Swindon Museum and Art Gallery. Some of

them are by very famous artists and are very expensive! The artworks are owned by Swindon

Borough Council, but they belong to all of us! You can see them for free in the Gallery!

Art Trail Explorers

The best thing about art?.....
 ...is that we all see it differently. Nobody knows what a painting is really about, except the artist! 

So you can think anything you like abut a piece of art! There are no right answers!

John Greenwood is a Surrealist painter.

Surrealists like to create strange, unusual

worlds where nothing is what it seems!

They are often inspired by dreams. Some

of the objects in their artworks might

remind us of things from the real world.

Is this human, machine, or alien?! Can
you see anything you recognise?

1. Rings and Strings and Things
by John Greenwood

2. Victoria Road, Swindon by Roy Bizley

Roy Bizley was born in 1930 in Swindon.

He painted this scene using details,

people and places that he saw around

him every day. Art helps us think about

the people and places around us, about

why they are important, and about how

they change over time.

What are the people doing in this
painting? Where are they going?

3. Painting 1 by Charles Houghton Howard

This is an Abstract painting. Abstract

paintings are made up of colours, shapes and

lines. They don't always show things as they

look in the real world. Look at the individual

shapes and lines that make this face. On their

own, they are just shapes and lines, but when

you put them together, magic happens and a

face appears!

How many different shapes can you see?



The Outdoor Gallery

6. Boy with a Bird by Leslie Cole

4. Engine Sheds, Kentish Town
by Roy Bizley

5. Mary (Young Girl with a Doll)
by Leslie Cole

7. The Corn Exchange (Locarno) 
by Harold Dearden

This is a painting of engine sheds in

London. Trains were kept here when not

in use. The trains were repaired and

looked after to make sure they worked

well. People still travelled by steam train

when Roy Bizley painted this picture.

Who do you think the men are, 
and where are they going?

During the Second World War, Leslie Cole

was an Official War Artist. His job was to

show the War in his paintings. He travelled

with the army and saw lots of terrible

battles all over the world. He had just

returned from war when he painted this.

Can you tell from this painting that Leslie
Cole had just returned from the War?

Art can help us travel to different

countries and different times. It can help

us see the world through the eyes of

others. Leslie Cole was inspired by lots of

places he visited around the world.

Where would you most like to 
travel to and why?

This painting shows the Locarno building

in Swindon. It was built in 1852 as a market

hall. The tower is 25 metres high! It has

been a cinema, an ice rink, a dance-hall, a

theatre and a courtroom! In the 1940s, the

area in front of the building was a market.

What can you see that is similar to life in
Swindon today, and what is different?

The best thing about art... is that we all see it differently. Nobody knows what a painting is really about,

except the artist! So you can think anything you like abut a piece of art! There are no right answers!



The Outdoor Gallery

10. The House with the Yellow Door by George Reason

9. The Sibyl by Cecil Collins

8. Sounds and Silences by Jack Smith

The woman in this painting is a sibyl in Ancient

Greece. Sibyls were wise women who could see

into the future with the help of the Gods. People

went to see them to ask advice about the future.

The sibyls were also called oracles or prophets.

Would you like to be able to see into the
future? What would you do if you could see
into the future?

Jack Smith has used colours, lines and shapes to

show us what sound looks like. Each of the long

triangles shows a different sound. The white

triangles with faint colours on the left of the

painting show quieter sound and silences. the

bright colours on the right show louder sounds.

Jack Smith wanted to show us what it was like to

hear sound and to listen to music.

Which sounds or music do you think Jack
Smith was listening to when he painted this?

George Reason lived and worked in Swindon. He

liked to paint buildings and scenes from around

the town. This house is on Cricklade Street in

Swindon. At the time, it was the offices for

Townsend Solicitors. Art can show us information

about places and people from the past. It is a

useful way of finding out about history and

thinking about the places around us..

Where is your favourite place in Swindon?


