
Discover these ten amazing paintings hiding in the school grounds! 
How many can you find?!

The paintings are from the Swindon Collection of Modern British Art. There are over 600

artworks in the Collection! They are looked after by Swindon Museum and Art Gallery. Some of

them are by very famous artists and are very expensive! The artworks are owned by Swindon

Borough Council, but they belong to all of us! You can see them for free in the Gallery!

Art Trail Explorers

The best thing about art?.....
 ...is that we all see it differently. Nobody knows what a painting is really about, except the artist! 

So you can think anything you like abut a piece of art! There are no right answers!

During the First World War, Christopher

Nevinson drove ambulances. In 1917, he

became an Official War Artist. His job

was to make powerful paintings 

about the War. 

How do you think this landscape is
different from the landscapes he 

saw during the War?

 Welsh Hills by Christopher Nevinson1. 2. Central Library by Harold Dearden

Swindon's first library opened inside a

shop in 1943! In 1949, it moved to this

building at Regent Circus. Today's

Central Library was built in 2008.

Can you spot the differences between
life in Swindon in 1960, and life in

Swindon today?

3. Tower Bridge, London: A Wartime Nocturne by Sir Claude Francis Barry

This painting shows Tower Bridge and the River

Thames in London during the Second World

War. You can see the searchlight beams

scanning the sky for enemy planes, and the anti-

aircraft shells. Sir Claude Francis Barry lived in

London during the Blitz. London was bombed

almost every night. 

Look closely at the painting. What is unusual
about the way Claude Barry has used his
paintbrush and made marks in this painting?



The Outdoor Gallery

6. Composition by Jankel Adler

4. The Artist's Sister, Deborah 
by Mark Gertler

5. The Mysterious Gift 
by Desmond Morris

7. Refugee by Kathleen Williams 

A portrait is a painting of a person.

Portraits can tell us a lot about the

person shown. They also tell us about

the artist and their relationship with the

person they are painting.

What do you think Mark Gertler's sister
was like? What is she thinking?

Desmond Morris is an artist and a zoologist

who studies animals. He uses ideas from

his work with animals in his artwork. He

once created an exhibition of paintings by

the chimpanzees at London Zoo!

What do you think the 'mysterious 
gift' in this painting is?

Jankel Adler was a Polish painter born in

1895. When Hitler and the Nazis took

power in Germany in the 1930s, they

destroyed the lives of Jewish people like

Adler. Sadly, all of his nine brothers and

sisters were killed in the Holocaust. 

What do you think this 
painting is about?

The woman in this painting is a refugee. A

refugee is someone who has had to escape

from their own country. This is usually

because of war, terrible mistreatment, or a

natural disaster, like an earthquake.

How do you think this woman is feeling?

The best thing about art?.....
 ...is that we all see it differently. Nobody knows what a painting is really about, except the artist! 

So you can think anything you like abut a piece of art! There are no right answers!



The Outdoor Gallery

10. Cambridge, July by Mark Lancaster

9. Scene in the Great Western Railway Factor by Ken Symonds

8. Façade of Railway Village House by Charles White

Here you can see some of the workers in

the Great Western Railway Factory in

Swindon having a well-earned tea

break! The first trains ran on the Great

Western Railway in 1838. The line linked

London with the South West of England,

the West of England, and Wales. It was

known as 'The Holiday Line' because it

took people on holiday!

What are all the different workers
doing in this painting?

This is a painting of houses in the Railway Village in

Swindon. The houses were built in 1846 for people who

worked in the Great Western Railway factory. The roads

were named after the destinations of the trains that

passed nearby. The houses were built with stone from

Swindon and Bath. When they were first built, the houses

had no running water, electricity or bathrooms!

Would you like to live here? Why/why not?
What would your ideal house look like?

Mark Lancaster created this painting

while he was artist-in-residence at

King's College in Cambridge. The job

of an artist-in-residence is to make art

for the organisation they work for. Lots

of organisations have artists-in-

residence, from football clubs to

schools!

Which organisation would you like to be an artist-in-residence for? 


