
You have discovered a crime in your house! You had a packet of chocolate
biscuits and someone in your house has taken one without asking! You need to
find out who it was! Detectives sometimes use finger-prints to help them find
criminals. The finger prints of the thief could be on the packet of chocolate
biscuits, so you might be able to work out who has eaten it! You need to take
the finger-prints and hand prints of everyone in your family, so that you can
find your missing chocolate biscuit!

All of us have special patterns on our fingers and our hands. If you look very
closely at your fingers and hands, you will see lots of tiny lines. When you put
your finger in paint or ink and press it onto a piece of paper, you will see the
pattern from your finger. This is your finger-print. Everyone has a different
pattern on their hands and fingers. This means that some people can use their
finger-print to unlock their mobile phone! It also means they are very useful for
helping solve crimes! 

Write the names of your volunteers (or suspects!) on the
piece of paper. Make sure you space them out and leave
room for their prints!
Put a small blob of paint on a plastic lid.
Ask a volunteer to put their index finger (the one you use to
point) into the paint and then carefully press it on the paper
next to their name.
Use the sponge or paint brush to carefully put paint all over
the volunteer's palm. Sponges work best.
Now ask them to press their hand carefully on to the paper
next to their name. Leave the prints to dry.
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some washable paint
some paper
a protected surface
some willing volunteers with old clothes 

some plastic lids or pots from the 

a paint brush or washing up sponge

You will need: 

       on or aprons!

       recycling box

What is the same and what is different about your family's finger-prints?
And more importantly, who took your chocolate biscuit?!

Art Detective Skills!

You can use your finger-prints
and hand-prints to make
pictures. You might want to try
using different colour paints if
you have them at home. You
could create some portraits of
your family, or you could try
some animal or nature pictures!

Finger-print and Hand-print Pictures


