
USING ART AS A SPRINGBOARD TO OUTDOOR LEARNING

Land or Nature Art – students create a
piece of art outside using natural materials,
or a piece of art where they temporarily
alter the landscape (eg – flattening grass
with footprints, creating photographs of
their shadows). Have a look at the art of
Richard Long in the Swindon Collection.

Create sculptures using natural materials
(eg – mud, clay, grass cuttings)

Adopt a tree – ask students to choose 
a tree to ‘adopt’ which they re-visit 
regularly to draw, paint or collect 
materials, as a way of noticing change.

Observational drawing – ask students to draw
something static in the outdoors, or ask them
to collect some natural materials to bring back
to the classroom and draw.

Find gold at the end of the rainbow – ask
students to collect natural materials with
different colours to make a ‘rainbow’.

Take photos or use hand-made viewfinders
(holes cut in card, or toilet roll tubes!) to
focus on aspects of the outdoors.

Make natural paints and pigments by crushing
natural materials like flowers or berries. Or
mind natural sculpting materials like clay.

Collage – ask students to collect natural
materials to use in a collage back in the
classroom.

Press flowers or create tree or 
leaf rubbings.

Create a ‘picture frame’ using sticks and
natural cordage – use it to frame and talk
about ‘nature pictures’.

Raymond Mason – Ginette Neveu
Jack Smith – Sounds and Silences

Starting Points for Music  in the Swindon Collection: 
 

(images of all the artworks listed can be found in the 'Learning Library' Powerpoints on our blog)
 

USING ART AS A SPRINGBOARD TO MUSIC

Art Composition – use an artwork as stimulus
for creating some music, perhaps as a
soundtrack, or to reflect a particular emotion.

Sound Pictures – give students a piece 
of paper to divide into shapes of their choosing
(they don’t have to be uniform!) Play them 30
seconds from a piece of music and ask them
to draw shapes, use colours and make marks
inside one of their shapes to represent the
music they have heard. Discuss how they
might do this – if the music was loud and scary,
what type of line would they choose? Why?

Art Soundtrack – show a series of artworks
and ask students to work in pairs to create a
soundtrack – one piece of music for each
artwork. They can use any music they know
from nursery rhymes to pop songs! 

Soundscape – ask students to observe an
artwork closely and mind-map all the
sounds they think they could hear if they
were in the artwork (they don’t have to be
able to ‘see’ all of them in the artwork!) They
should then work in pairs or small groups to
create a soundscape of the sound effects
which can be performed to the class.

Allen Jones – One Night Only
Howard Hodgkin – Gramophone


