
Art as Springboard

Visual Art can act as a great springboard into other curriculum areas. As a cross-curricular tool, Art...
·       is a simple and engaging way to introduce topics.
·       provides a method of extending learning and engagement across the curriculum.
·       offers an accessible approach to topics.
·       can help to standardise approaches to critical thinking and questioning.
·       allows teachers to remove barriers between disciplines, creating a more holistic approach to learning.
 
This toolkit offers practical prompts for integrating visual art into the English curriculum, using it to enhance and
facilitate teaching and learning. This resource is simply a starting point, with a few suggested prompts, giving a
quick sense of how Art could be used more widely.
 
Many of the activities can be adapted for EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. For activities that require
artworks, images from the Swindon Collection of Modern British Art are available on Powerpoints on the 'Art on
Tour' Blog or in the student ‘Art Cards’ resource. For specific curriculum links to individual artworks, have a look
at the ‘Curriculum and Topic Links’ toolkit on the blog. At the end of the resource below, we give suggestions of
a handful of artworks from the Swindon Collection which lend themselves to the subject.
(www.swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk/artontour)

Talking Heads – students should use the list
of questions for ‘Approaching Artworks
with People In’ (in the toolkit ‘Helping
Students Explore Artworks’) to mind-map
ideas about a ‘character’ in a given 
artwork. They should then use 
their ideas to write a first-person
monologue as that character.

Making a poem - use an artwork as
stimulus for creating poems. 

Exploding Artworks – display a
representational artwork on the board
and ask students to label the nouns –
what can they see, hear, touch, smell and
taste? In a different colour, ask them to
label the adjectives – how would they
describe parts of the image or how
would they extend the nouns they have
already suggested? In another colour,
ask them to add any verbs which are
relevant, either to the content of the
work, or the artist making the work. In a
final colour, they can add adverbs to the
verbs for more clarity. They could do this
verbally, on the board, or on copies of the
                          artwork. You could even time
                                 them at each stage and
                                  create a competition! 
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We’re Going On An Art Hunt – great for
learning vocabulary at EYFS - give students
a colour, shape or texture and see who can
touch an example in the room first – this
might need a larger space or a space with
chosen objects placed on the floor! You
could also do this activity with artworks
displayed around the room. It also works
well when students have ‘bingo 
grids’  to find in pairs. The first pair 
to complete the grid shouts ‘bingo!’



What does Sadness Wear? – ask
students to personify an emotion 
            or abstract noun by drawing it. If
             Sadness were a person: what 
             would they look like? What would
       they wear? What job would they
do? Where would they live? How would
they walk? What would they do in their
spare time? Drawings can be labelled,
or turned into pieces of writing.

Display Labels – display an artwork and
ask students to write its display label
for an exhibition. They need to include
a description of the artwork, some
information about the artist, and some
ideas about the artist’s intention. They
could also include some questions to
help the visitor think about the 
piece. You could use a writing 
frame or a scaffolded example. 

Descriptive writing – show students a
landscape painting and ask each member of
the class to make a verbal descriptive
statement about it. You might want to collect
some of their ideas or vocabulary on the
board. Students should then use this to
create a full written description of the
painting, perhaps with supporting prompts
which focus their ideas on certain parts of the
image. They should write it as if setting the
scene in a novel rather than describing it to
someone else (eg – ‘gusting winds shook the
trees fiercely’ rather than ‘the wind is blowing
the trees’). Encourage use of the senses.

Character interviews - students should
use the list of questions for
‘Approaching Artworks with People In’
(in the toolkit ‘Helping Students
Explore Artworks’) to create an
interview with a ‘character’ in a given
artwork, or to write part of a play script
involving dialogue between subjects.

Bringing art to life – give students a
landscape painting and ask them to bring it to
life in a piece of writing by adding characters
and movement. Which character are they
going to add, what are they doing and where
are they going?

Writing for different purposes and audiences
– artworks can prompt a variety of writing,
from informative articles (eg – ‘my favourite
artwork’ or a factual article about an artist), to
explanations of art movements or mediums,
instructions for an art activity, reviews of
artworks or exhibitions, informative 
display labels (see above), or creative 
writing (see above).

Dancing Teapots – show students
examples of anthropomorphised
objects (eg – the tea-pots in ‘Beauty
and the Beast’, ‘Thomas the Tank
Engine’). Give them a simple object
(fruit works well) and ask them to
create an anthropomorphised drawing.
They could describe/annotate their
character when finished, thinking
about their physical traits, but also their
personality – encourage pupils to think
about how they show emotion. 

Creative writing – students use an
artwork as the basis for a piece of
descriptive or narrative creative
writing. The best artworks for this
activity either have a narrative, a clear
location, or a focal object or character.
Abstract art only works well for higher
levels of challenge! Students may find
it useful to label artwork copies first.

Art Stories – show students an artwork and
read them a linked short story or picture
book. Ask them to talk about the links
between the two (each of our ‘Art Burst’
resource packs is based on a particular
artwork and gives suggestions of 
linked texts for EYFS and KS1/2).

Comic Strips – when reading a class text, ask
students to create comic strips of parts of
the plot as they go along. It will cement their
understanding of character, plot, narrative
arc, and setting.

A-Z – elicit suggestions for an alphabetical
list of art terms, artists, paintings, mediums,
or descriptive vocabulary, depending on the
student group. (A – artist, B – brush, C –
canvas, etc)



Body on the Wall – this is really useful
for character analysis when reading a
class text. In small groups, students
should draw around one of their group
members on a few pieces of flipchart
paper or the back of an old role of
wallpaper. They should then use the
body shape to create the appearance of
a given character. Inside the body shape
they should note down everything they
know about the character, including
personality, and any other information
about their life. Around the outside of
the body, they should write down
anything they know about the 
emotions of the character, their
relationships with other characters, 
and their actions within the plot. 
These can be displayed and added to 
as characters develop.

George Warner Allen - Elektra
Charles Blackman – The Family
Grant Aston – Radioactivitat
Maggi Hambling – Descent of the Bull’s Head
Christopher Nevinson – The Latin Quarter
L.S Lowry – A Procession

Starting Points for English in the Swindon Collection: 
 
(images of all the artworks listed can be found in the Powerpoints within the Learning Library 
on our blog)
 

Analysing setting - when reading a
description of setting in a class text, ask
students to draw the setting which has
been described as accurately as possible.
They could also annotate it with quotations
from the text.

Story beginnings – show students a
representational artwork and ask them
‘what happens next?’ They must imagine
the artwork is a still image from a film –
what has happened just before and what
happens in the next scene? They should
discuss with a partner or group and then
write the next part of the ‘story’.

Vocabulary Blitz – give students a set of
words on flashcards and a set of Art Cards
               (see blog). They should match each 
          word to one of the artworks. You could
               time them as a race or make it a
          more thoughtful activity. Ask them to 
                               explain their choices.

Persuasive writing – show students an
artwork and ask them to create a sales
advert for the painting, or to produce a
piece of persuasive writing that persuades
the reader that this is the best/worst
artwork ever created. You could support
students with suggestions for persuasive
vocabulary and art terminology. It 
would help them to have studied 
the painting before attempting this .

Connecting poems and art - give
students a set of short poems or quotes,
and a set of Art Cards (see blog). They
should match an artwork to each
poem/quote and explain their choice.
Alternatively, following study of a poem,
students could choose an
accompanying artwork from the
Collection to illustrate it, using the Art
Cards.


