
Family-in-Residence Programme 

 

 

We’re looking for five special families to be Swindon Art Gallery ‘Families-in-Residence’ and to help us put 

our learning and activity resources to the test! We’ve been busy developing a huge range of resources 

inspired by Swindon’s Modern Art Collection, and we’d like you to try them out! We’re looking for families of 

any shape and size to join us (children need to be aged between 4 and 12). We’re hoping the project builds 

one big Swindon Gallery family! 

 

How does it work? 

 Each week from 13th July until 31st August, we'll send you one email with a couple of resources from 

our collection to choose from.  

 

 Resources don't need printing and don't need any special knowledge or equipment. 

 

 You can try the resources out at any point during the week. Take a few photos or videos of them in 

action, and pop us back an email with the photos, letting us know how you got on and what you 

thought of the resources (we’ll provide you with a short template for comments) 

 

 The resources include some creative art activities and some activities that encourage you to explore 

artworks from the Swindon Collection – it’s not just about the wax crayons! There are also linked 

activities in other subject areas to choose from. (All activities link to the primary curriculum, just in 

case you wanted to know, but this is not supposed to be like school!) 

 

 Most of the resources will need some adult intervention to get children started with the resource, but 

lots of the activities can be completed independently. The resources are written to be accessed 

directly by 8 – 12 year olds, so older children may be able to use them totally independently. This is 

the kind of thing we’d like to know! 

 

 We'd like to use the photos you send us, on our blog, on the Swindon Museum and Art Gallery 

website, and on our Facebook and Instagram pages. You can choose whether you're happy to have 

photos with faces, or would rather send us anonymous photos with backs of heads, busy hands, and 

artwork! We won't use names unless you’d like us to. 

 

 We’d also love it if you could help us get the message out to other parents, children, schools, and 

family networks, so we’ll suggest some simple ways you could help us do that. 

 

 We're interested in how much fun and learning happens and how user-friendly the resources are, not 

in amazing artwork, so there’s no pressure to spend hours rivalling Picasso (unless you want to!) 

We'd simply like to show people what is possible with our resources in a regular family home and to 

get more people using them! 

 

 If you are chosen as a Family-in-Residence, we'll post you a Children's Art Pack (containing 

colouring pens, some paints, crayons and paper) to get you started. 

 

When it’s safe to do so in the future, we’d love to invite all Families-in-Residence to the Gallery so that we 

can meet you in person, celebrate your work, and show you round! 

Have a look at some of our resources here to get an idea of what you might be helping us with: 

 https://artontour489147035.wordpress.com/art-burst-family-activities/ 

 https://artontour489147035.wordpress.com/go-bananas-art-challenges/ 

 https://artontour489147035.wordpress.com/education-resources/  

 

If you think you might still be interested in being a Family-in-Residence, email us the answers to the 

application questions by 5pm on Thursday 2nd July – maparker@swindon.gov.uk  
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