
Let's explore....

Kitchen Sink Artists were a group of painters and writers in the 1950s who made DOMESTIC art - paintings,

plays and stories about people's homes and their ordinary lives. They were called Kitchen Sink Artists because

they often recorded the little details of ordinary people's lives, including the kitchen sink! Michael Rothenstein

was not a Kitchen Sink Artist because he was painting at a slightly different time, but some of his paintings are

very similar to Kitchen Sink Art. They have similar THEMES (big ideas that a painting makes us think about).

This painting shows ordinary people doing ordinary things (having a cup of tea and a chat!) in an ordinary

place. Now we have TV shows like 'Eastenders' or video games like 'The Sims' which are all about watching the

lives of ordinary people, but in the 1940s and 50s, it was quite unusual to make art about ordinary people.

Some people thought it was boring to see the lives of ordinary people in art; other people argued it was very

important to think about how different people lived. What do you think?  

 

Thought Stop
Which is your favourite room in your house? Why?

How does this painting make you feel? Why?

How is this kitchen similar to yours? How is it different? 

This kitchen was painted in 1944 – how do you think kitchens have changed since then?
 

Why do you think Rothenstein chose to paint a kitchen and not a living room or a bedroom? What does a
kitchen make you think of? People sometimes say the kitchen is the ‘heart’ of a house – why do you think this is?

 

What was happening in the world in 1944? At this time, why do you think Rothenstein 

might have created a painting of people chatting happily in a safe, warm kitchen?
 

Think about the way Rothenstein has used space in the painting. The two women are sitting close together,
although they don’t need to. What do you think this tells us about them?

 

Have a look at the different lines that Rothenstein has used. Are they all the same? Does he use single lines or

does he sketch them a few times? Is this a ‘neat’ painting? Why do you think he has chosen this STYLE?

Next steps...
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 English - make a list of verbs that happen in your kitchen. What do different people use it for?

 Design and Technology – have a go at making your favourite food! Find a recipe and an adult to help! Make

1.

2.

 sure you wash those hands and don’t forget the washing up at the end!

  3. English – some Kitchen Sink Artists wrote plays about people’s everyday lives. Write the script for the

 beginning of a play set in someone’s kitchen. Who enters the kitchen to create some drama and action?!

  4. Art – Rothenstein was very interested in CUBISM and CUBIST artists like Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso.

 Have a look at some of their artwork on Google image search. Is it similar to Rothenstein’s painting?

 

Read:        U12s - 'Stig of the Dump' by Clive King - a boy meets someone with a very different idea of home!

                U5s - 'Hansel and Gretel' by the Brothers Grimm - Hansel and Gretel find a very different kind of house!

 

Watch:                     Up! (G) - what happens when you go on holiday with your entire house?!
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 Try drawing or painting your kitchen at home. Make sure you include a person in the kitchen doing

  Become a Kitchen Sink Painter!
 

1.

 something ordinary like cooking dinner or washing up.

  2. Think about the way you want the viewer to feel – do you want the kitchen to seem like a happy place, a 

 busy place, a stressful place? Think about the way you could use colour, shape, space, and the type of lines 

 you make on the paper. These will help you to create the MOOD you want.

  3. Display your artwork in your window and make sure you share it with us on social media!

 

Swindon Museum and Art Gallery 
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Try it at home!

Michael Rothenstein painted this picture of everyday life in 1944.

This is a DOMESTIC painting (a painting of the

inside of a house or of everyday life). It shows

the kitchen of a basement flat in London

where one of Rothenstein's friends lived.

This is also a FIGURATIVE PAINTING (a

painting of FIGURES or people). He has

painted the FIGURE on the left to look a little

bit like his first wife.

At 15, Rothenstein decided to become a painter, but for

many years he struggled to paint because of bad health.

Rothenstein painted this picture using WATERCOLOUR

paints. Because WATERCOLOUR paints are quite thin, you

can see the original pencil marks underneath the paint if

you look closely. He has made the picture seem very flat -

almost as though the people have been cut out and stuck

on! The colours create a happy MOOD (feeling).

As he became older, Rothenstein became less interested

in painting and became a PRINT-MAKER instead. 

The type of prints which Rothenstein made were called

ETCHINGS (where a picture is scratched onto a surface

and acid is used to cut into the surface to make a ‘stamp’

of the picture. When you put ink on the picture and press

it onto a piece of paper, the picture is transferred)

Rothenstein also made LINOCUT PRINTS (similar to

ETCHING except the picture is cut into a surface with a

knife instead before it is printed).

                              Michael Rothenstein lived between 1908 

             and 1993. He came from a very artistic family. His Dad

was a famous artist, and his brother ran the Tate Gallery in

London, one of the most famous art galleries in the world!

PRINT-MAKING is like using an ink stamp or hand-painting

- you make a copy of a picture by putting ink on it and

pressing it onto a piece of paper.


