
Let's explore....

During the First and Second World Wars, the British Government asked over 400 ‘Official War Artists’ to record

and respond to the war. Some artists recorded the fighting - during the Second World War, artist Leslie Cole

visited many different countries to paint everything from aircraft being built, to some of the most important

battles. Other artists recorded life on the Home Front (in this country) as it changed - Randolph Schwabe

painted people working on farms as part of The Land Army. Some artists were even part of the fighting -

Christopher Nevinson used his awful experiences as an ambulance driver in his paintings. Some artists visited

important war sites and recorded the destruction (Graham Sutherland and Paul Nash painted some very dark

and depressing landscapes). Some artists, like George Clausen, showed people’s emotions about war. With no

digital cameras, phones, television, or internet, art was one of the only ways that war could be recorded. 
 

Art can be an important way to remember those who lose their lives in war, and can help people to think

about war. It can also be used and controlled by leaders and governments who want to make people think in

a certain way – this is called ‘propaganda’. During the World Wars, leaders on both sides used artists to send

out messages they wanted people to hear. Art can be so powerful that sometimes leaders find it dangerous. 

Many artists had to leave Germany during the Second World War because Hitler didn’t like their work.
 

After the two World Wars, artists were so affected by the destruction and suffering that the world had seen

that their art began to change. Some artists began to make very traditional art (it looked like painting from the

past) because it helped to remind people of better times. Some artists became SURREALISTS and DADAISTS

who made new, strange and unusual art because they wanted to change things after the War. 
 

Some artists use art to help us think about peace. Bansky, a graffiti artist, has painted peace MURALS (big

paintings on walls) in war zones across the world; Tracy Emin decorated an aeroplane with peace art; Georges

Braque and Alexander Calder painted peace doves; Pablo Picasso painted one of the most famous pieces of

war art called 'Guernica', as a protest against the Spanish Civil War (1936-9). In 2014, to mark the centenary (100

years) of the outbreak of WWI, artists Paul Cummins and Tom Piper made 888, 246 CERAMIC (clay) poppies

and displayed them at the Tower of London. Each poppy represented one of the British lives lost during WWI.

Thought Stop
How does this painting make you feel? Why do you think Barry chose POINTILLISM for this painting?

How do you think it felt to live in a city during the Blitz? Does this painting help us to understand?

Why is Tower Bridge at the centre of the painting?  Why has Barry made it large, dark and like a castle?

Is there a difference between the brushstrokes that make up the sky and those that make up the river? Why?

Do you think Art can teach us about History?

Is anything worth fighting about? Is it possible to settle all arguments peacefully? Should war ever happen?

Is art important during war and difficult times? Why/why not? Is being an artist as important as being a soldier?

Sometimes art is used to help soldiers who are struggling because of their experiences. Why do you think

making art can help people with their mental health?

Should leaders and governments be able to control art and decide who makes art, what type of art is made,

and which art people get to see? Why/why not? Is the answer different during peace time and during war?

Next steps...
Art - explore the Imperial War Museum’s archives. Search these artists from the Swindon Collection: Paul Nash,

John Nash, Graham Sutherland, Christopher Nevinson, Augustus John, Randolph Schwabe, Henry Moore,

Edward Bawden and Leslie Cole. Ask an adult to work with you. https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/art-design

Geography – find Tower Bridge, St Pauls Cathedral, the Tower of London, and the River Thames on a map of

London. Create a factsheet about one of these landmarks.

Art – have a look at some Propaganda Art, used by the British Government in the First World War. Have a go at

creating your own. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/zhw3jhv 

History – find out about the First World War - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q 

English – as well as creating art, many soldiers wrote poetry about their experiences in WWI. Have a look at

some, starting with Wilfred Owen and Rupert Brooke. Try writing a commemoration poem of your own.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/70139/the-poetry-of-world-war-i 

English/Art – create two Wordles, one about war, and one about peace. Have a look at Google images if you

have never seen a Wordle! Think carefully about your colours. Use nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs.
 

     Read:                                                  U12s – ‘Private Peaceful’ by Michael Morpurgo.

                                                 A beautiful account of the fortunes of a family during WWI
 

                                     U5s – ‘Two Monsters’ by David McKee – a fun look at conflict resolution!
 

     Listen:                Carrie’s War’ by Nina Bawden – follow two London evacuees during the Second World War. 

                                   https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1--ks2-carries-war/zk7mcqt
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Barry called this painting ‘Nocturne’. Nocturnes are pieces of

art (often music) about night-time. Nocturnes are often calm

and dreamy – Barry’s painting is definitely not calm, although

it does look like something from a dream. The artist James

Abbott McNeil Whistler had made a SERIES (a set of

paintings on a similar subject) of paintings about the River

Thames called ‘Nocturnes’. Barry used his idea to show how

much things had changed during the War.

Lots of Barry’s artwork was destroyed by bombing during the

Second World War, so we are very lucky that this still exists.

                           In 1940, Barry made this painting of London 

                          during the Blitz (when German planes bombed

               big UK cities as part of the Second World War (1939-45).

You can see Tower Bridge, St Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower

of London. There are searchlights in the night-sky looking for

enemy planes, as well as anti-aircraft shells and barrage

balloons (huge balloons that enemy planes might crash

into). The scene is reflected in the River Thames.

War Art

SIR CLAUDE FRANCIS BARRY
TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON: A WARTIME NOCTURNE

 

This is a POINTILLIST painting - it uses small

coloured dots to make up a bigger picture.
This type of art began in France in the 1880s.
Look closely to see the thousands of tiny dots! 
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