
THE IMPORTANCE OF ARTS EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS  

 

 

‘When you’re young, the arts afford you a glimpse of the world through the senses of 

others, whilst helping you make sense of yourself.’ 

Sir Alan Ayckbourn 

 

‘Children thrive in schools where the Arts are at the heart of a broad, balanced 

curriculum. Children who study the Arts do better: they are more likely to attend 

university and are more employable.’ 

              Cultural Alliance Briefing Paper 

 

There is little dispute amongst school leaders and teachers about the merits of a fully-

rounded arts offer, both curricular and extra-curricular. There is broad agreement that 

the arts can be a powerful educational tool. We acknowledge that they are vital for 

pupils, schools, staff, families, communities, and wider society. However, as schools 

increasingly struggle against greater levels of challenge and conflicting demands, Arts 

education is often to be found at the bottom of the pile. The ‘Art on Tour’ programme 

from Swindon Museum and Art Gallery hopes to support Swindon schools by offering 

inspiring, free, and specialist arts engagement and outreach, and by fostering a strong 

culture of art engagement in our schools. 

 

 

The ‘Art on Tour’ approach:  

 We believe in the power of the Arts to transform and enhance lives.  

 We believe in a moral imperative to educate the whole child. 

 We believe that our educational system alienates too many children because 

of its focus on results and testing. 

 We believe that art should be accessible to all – one of the best ways to 

achieve this is to work with schools, giving all young people the opportunity to 

experience and interact with professional art, and breaking down barriers to 

engagement. 

 We recognise the huge demands placed on schools in the current educational 

climate. We recognise the good-will present in schools. We recognise that not 

all staff are Arts specialists or enthusiasts! 

 We believe that the Arts should not be an add-on to a core school offer, but 

can offer a starting point for an entire curriculum and an integrated approach 

for many wider school priorities, from literacy to the well-being agenda. 

 We believe that cultural institutions, with specialist knowledge and resources, 

have a major role to play in supporting the Arts agenda in schools, and the 

challenge of delivering a quality arts offer. 

 



Why It Matters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits for Pupils 

The Arts offer… 

  Enrichment 

  Enjoyment  

  Self-expression 

  Exploration and a way to ignite curiosity 

  Confidence and self-esteem 

  Mindfulness 

  A route to raising aspiration 

  Social mobility 

  A way to develop empathy 

  Opportunities for collaboration, co-operation, 

team work and friendship 

  Non-binary measures of success  

  Accessibility – they can be less threatening 

for some than other areas of study 

  A method of working through, understanding 

and overcoming challenges 

  An inclusive approach – they are available 

for ALL, including SEND and EAL pupils 

  Diversity of opportunity – there are many 

ways to find a niche 

  Paths to developing resilience, an 

understanding of risk, and the ability to 

experiment and learn from mistakes 

  Increased reflectiveness 

  Career opportunities 

  A prism through which to learn about society 

and the wider world 

  A prism through which to learn about 

ourselves 

  A way of learning better suited to a growth 

mind-set of continual development and 

improvement, with more room for grey areas 

and subjectivity 

  A method of building cultural capital 

  A connection to local and national heritage 

  A space to develop creative problem-solving 

skills and enquiry-based learning 

  A way of fostering a life-long love of learning 

beyond the school gates 

  Skills well-suited to the demands of 21st 

century economies and industries. 

 

Benefits for Schools 

In addition to producing pupils with all the 

previous attributes (!) the Arts offer schools 

opportunities for…. 

 A broad and balanced curriculum – 

something for everyone, and a breadth 

and depth of curriculum which answers 

the new Ofsted framework 

 Building a sense of community and 

identity within the school 

 Brightening, developing and extending 

other areas of the curriculum 

 A PSHE framework 

 Approaching challenge, conflict and 

division 

 Firing the imagination and increasing 

levels of engagement 

 Boosting literacy 

 Improving behaviour 

 Holistic approaches to pupil 

development and well-being 

 Engaging parents 

 Showcasing success and promoting the 

school in the wider community 

 Transition work 

 Building relationships between staff, 

students and the community 

 Meeting Gatsby Benchmarks (careers 

information, advice and guidance) 

 External partnership work – particularly 

with cultural sector organisations 

 


