
Thought stop

Have a look at some of Desmond Morris’ other paintings using Google image search. Try copying one. 

Make a biomorph papier-mache sculpture, or draw your own biomorph.

Try automatism (drawing without thinking). Put your pencil on the paper, empty your mind, and watch!

Research some other famous surrealist painters using books and the internet. Have a look at Joan Miro,

Salvador Dali, Renee Magritte, and Dorothea Tanning. Use Google image search to have a look at some

of their art. What does it have in common? Which pieces do you like and which do you not like? Why?

Write a detailed description of the strangest dream you have ever had. Make sure you use the five

senses. You might want to illustrate it too.

 

READ:                      The B.F.G – Sophie enters a surrealist world of dreams, giants and snozzcumbers!

Where the Wild Things Are – follow Max while he explores in his dreams!

 

WATCH:                      The Wizard of Oz – think about the way the director has used colour to show 

       the difference between reality and the surrealist land of Oz!

Morris was a famous zoologist (someone who studies animals).

He appeared on TV and wrote books. He was also a very

talented painter and exhibited his paintings with 

Morris is now 92 and has painted over 2500 surrealist paintings

in his lifetime! Because he was a zoologist during the day-time,

he did most of his painting at night!

Morris once created an art exhibition of the paintings made   

Morris was fascinated by dreams. When he was a teenager, he

painted his bedroom black and then painted strange brightly

coloured shapes on it. He hoped this would make his dreams

even more unusual, so that he could paint pictures of them!

Morris calls the strange shapes in his paintings, biomorphs. He

uses ideas from the animals which he worked with.

world-famous surrealist painters like Joan Miro.

by the chimpanzees at London Zoo!

                                , 

a famous surrealist artist, painted a melting clock! Surrealist art is inspired by DREAMS, nightmares and

unconscious thoughts (thoughts we don’t even know we’re having), and can combine ideas you wouldn’t

expect to see together - a famous painting by Renee Magritte shows a man whose face is an apple!

'Automatism' is a type of surrealism – art made without thinking - a bit like drawing while daydreaming! 

 

Surrealism started with the French writer, Andre Breton, in the 1920s. The world had seen such horrors

during the First World War (1914 - 1918) that artists tried to find new ways of looking at things around

them. When surrealist artists first exhibited their paintings, people were shocked because they were so

strange and unusual! Now surrealism is all around us, in our adverts, films, comic books and video games.

Become a surrealist - make a dream jar!

 

1.     Make a layer of cotton wool in the bottom of a clean, empty jam-jar.. 

2.    Gently sprinkle some glitter onto the cotton wool. 

3.    Fill half a cup with water and mix in a small amount of paint or food colouring, until the colour is vivid. 

4.    Slowly, pour the coloured water on top of the cotton wool – it only needs to be a little bit damp.

5.    Continue adding layers - cotton wool, glitter and coloured water. Experiment with different colours. 

6.    Once the jar is full, put the lid on tightly to stop the dream escaping! 

7.    Add a label with the dream name and description. 

(eg – A Swimming Dream – you dive into a cup of tea and get chased by a giant tea spoon!)

DESMOND MORRIS - THE MYSTERIOUS GIFT
 

Let's explore....

 

FO L LOW  US  ON  F AC EBOOK ,  TW I T T E R  AND

I N S T AGRAM  FOR  MORE  AMAZ I NG  AR T ! .

Swindon Museum and Art Gallery 
Bath Road, Swindon, SN1 4BA

swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk

Surrealism

What do you think the ‘mysterious gift’ is in this painting? Who is Morris giving it to and why?

How do you think being a zoologist as well as an artist helped Desmond Morris? 

Can you see any images in this painting which Morris might have borrowed from the animal world?

Can you think of any modern-day surrealist films, TV shows, cartoons or video games?

Next steps...

Try it at home!

ART 
BURS

T!
Morris painted this strange picture using oil paints in 1965!

‘The Mysterious Gift’ is a SURREALIST artwork. Surrealist artists liked to use their imaginations.

They didn't paint things as we see them in reality. Their art can be STRANGE and unusuall! Salvador Dali,


