
Let's explore....

Land Art

Thought stop

Next steps...
Have a look at some of Richard Long’s other artworks using Google image search. Try and explain

Richard Long’s art to someone in your family who doesn’t know about it.

Research some other famous Land Artists using books and the internet. Have a look at Andy Goldsworthy,

Robert Smithson, Christo and Jeanne-Claude, David Nash, Nancy Holt, Walter de Maria, Michael Heizer or

Dennis Oppenheim. Use Google image search to have a look at some of their artwork. What do the artworks

have in common? Which pieces do you like and not like? Why? Make a fact-file of your favourite Land Artist.

Go on a nature walk! Take a bag so you can bring home any interesting natural materials you find. Take a

camera or phone to record what you see or any art you produce! Take a sketchbook or piece of paper and

draw something you see along the way. Use a phone to record the sounds you hear during your journey.

Draw a natural object. Find an interesting object in the garden or out on a walk and sketch it. Pencil is best!

Use lots of detail, spend a long time looking at the object, and feel it as well. 

My Favourite Place/Journey - write a description of a beautiful natural place which you like to go to, or a

really interesting journey you have been on. Remember to use the five senses, lots of adjectives, and to

include as much detail as possible. You might want to use natural objects to illustrate it.

Find the places Richard Long has walked, using an atlas or an online map; the Sahara Desert, Lapland, the

Andes mountains, Peru. What do you think the climate and weather are like in each place? Why?
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Does something count as art if you can’t hang it on the walls of a gallery?

Does something count as art if it disappears after a few days?

What else could count as art? A birthday party? A video game?  Your bedroom?!

Why do you think Richard Long made artworks like this? How do you think he feels about nature and walking? 

What does he want people to think about when they see his art?

Most of his art is based on walking. He goes on big journeys

on his own, walking for hundreds of miles. He has walked

everywhere from Lapland to the Andes mountains in South

America! He thinks of his journeys as his artworks. 

On his walks, he often creates simple patterns or sculptures

with natural materials like sticks or stones.

On some of his walks, he sets himself challenges which he

uses to name his artworks. On ‘A Thousand Miles in a

Thousand Hours’ (1974) he did just that!

On ‘Water Walk’ (1999) he collected water from each river 

He records his walks using photos, writing and maps.

However, the real artwork is the walk or the patterns he

makes, not the photos.·

he crossed and poured it into the next one!

LAND ART (also known as Nature Art or Earth Art) is made OUTSIDE in the natural world;

in woods, on beaches, in parks and fields, and even in rivers! Some land artists, like Andy Goldsworthy, use

NATURAL MATERIALS like twigs, stones or leaves to make patterns, pictures, or sculptures (3D art). Some land

artists, like Richard Long, change the landscape in a small way, for example by walking on the same line over

and over again to create a path. Some land artists, like Robert Smithson, change the landscape in a big way, for

example by moving 6.5 tonnes of rock to make a spiral jetty in a lake in America!  Land Art is often EPHEMERAL

(it is only there for a short time). It makes us think about time, places, how long things last, and our relationship

with nature. The process of making the art, or the journey that makes it, is more important than the result.

 

Land Art became popular in the 1970s when artists were questioning what art could be – does it always have to

be something you can see and touch which is displayed in galleries? Some Land Artists make art in urban areas

(towns and cities). Christo and Jeanne-Claude wrapped whole buildings and parts of landscapes in material!

In your garden, or on daily walks, have a go at making your own LAND ART! 

 

1.  Gather some natural material. You could use stones, flowers, leaves, feathers, shells, 

or twigs. You could even try water, footprints, hand prints, or light and shadow. Make sure 

you only collect small amounts of material and be careful when you are collecting it.

2.  Arrange your materials to make patterns or pictures. Land Artists often use lines or 

circles. You could use your art to try and show how you feel when you're outside, to tell people 

something about nature, or to help people to experience what your walk felt like.

3.  Take a photo of your brilliant artwork and send it to us to display on social media!

4.  Make sure you wash your hands afterwards and put back anything which needs to be returned.
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T! RICHARD LONG - UNTITLED
 Look carefully at the picture, and you'll see today's artwork! 

It's a cross on the ground made by LAND ARTIST Richard Long, 

while he was walking in Peru! This unusual type of art is called 'LAND ART'.

Try it at home!

He doesn’t like some Land Art which

changes the landscape in a big way, costs

lots of money, and damages nature.

He won the Turner Prize (the biggest prize 

in Art) in 1989.

Richard Long was born in Bristol in 1945. 


