
Let's explore....

Chetwynd sometimes makes INSTALLATION ART. This art uses 3D objects to change a space. For example,

artist Yayoi Kusama uses mirrors and lights to make it look as if gallery rooms go on forever. Jannis Kounellis

once put 12 live horses in a gallery as a piece of art! Some artists change outside spaces. Ai WeiWei used 9000

children's backpacks to make a giant picture along a building, and artist Olafur Eliasson turned a river green! 

 

Because you can experience INSTALLATION ART (touch, see, hear, and be 'inside' it), you become part of the

artwork! It is very different from looking at a painting on a wall! For Christmas 2018, Chetwynd made two giant,

blue slugs (10 metres long!) out of wood and felt. She put them outside the Tate Art Gallery, and covered the

building in slug slime! (lots of blue and white fairy lights that looked like slime trails at night!)

 

Chetwynd is most famous for her PERFORMANCE ART. This is art made by an artist's actions or by the actions

of an audience. It is sometimes called ‘LIVE ART’ It can be spontaneous (made-up on the spot) or practised

beforehand. Chetwynd likes to perform with friends and family, dressing up in strange home-made costumes!

In 2012 she nearly won a big art prize (The Turner Prize) for a piece of PERFORMANCE ART that was 5 hours

long - she and some friends dressed up as the roots of plants and invited the audience to see the future!

PERFORMANCE ART became popular from the 1970s onwards, but began with DADA artists in the 1910s.

These artists were shocked by the horrors of World War I (1914 - 1918) and used nonsense ideas as a protest.)

 

Thought stop
What is your favourite animal? Why? Which animal would you add to your self-portrait?!

Would you change your name if you could?! What would you change it to?!

Look carefully at the collage. How many different pictures can you see?

Should art be silly and fun or should it make us think deeply about things? Why?

Next steps...

 

@ARTONTOUR2020          @SWINDONGALLERYARTONTOUR

1.  Make your own self-portrait with animals! Have a look at Chetwynd’s ‘Crazy Bat Lady’ for inspiration!

2. Make some installation and performance art! Transform your bedroom so that it feels and looks different!

You could cover everything in sheets,, or make a snake out of shoes! Create a short mime performance with

costumes and props (only actions, no sound!)! Invite people to come and visit your installation and see your

performance! Make sure you ask permission first and put everything back where it came from afterwards!

3.  Choose an animal and make your own 3D sculpture. Find a picture of the animal, work out how you are

going to make its different parts, and which materials you will use. Like Chetwynd, you could make a frame

from old cardboard and then use papier-mache on top to make the main shape.

4.  Be a science sleuth! Using books and the internet, find out as much as you can about turtles, caterpillars,

slugs, bats and cats! Make some factsheets. Did you know that slugs DO sometimes turn blue!?

5.  Have a look at some more INSTALLATION ART (https://kids.kiddle.co/Installation_art) 

 

Read                                 U12s – ‘Sparkleshark’ by Philip Ridley – a short, funny play about a group 

                                       of teenagers brought together by the magic of fantastical stories and ideas! 

                                                     The Sparkleshark could almost be a Chetwynd invention!

 

                                   U5s – ‘Meg’s Fancy Dress!’ – part of the Meg and Mog series, it has cats, 

                                                         bats and fancy dress – Chetwynd would love it!

 

Watch  ‘My Neighbour Totoro’ (U) – Chetwynd based her CatPeople artworks on this beautiful Japanese anime! 

Installation and Performance Art
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Make a 'Monster' collage!
 

1.  Find some magazines, newspapers or leaflets to cut up. Make sure you ask first! You could even use different 

    materials to create different textures – tin foil, bags for oranges, or pieces of dustbin bag work well.

2.  Cut out any pictures, shapes, colours or textures that you like.

3.  Arrange them on a piece of paper. Once you are happy with the position of your pieces, stick them down.

5.  Make your collage as strange and wonderful as possible! Stick it in your window for everyone to see!

Swindon Museum and Art Gallery 
Bath Road, Swindon, SN1 4BA

www.swindonmuseumandartgallery.org.uk

Try it at home!

Monster Chetwynd made this slightly scary cat collage in 2017!
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Chetwynd gets her ideas
from reading books and
watching films. She loves

fancy dress parties!

This artwork is a COLLAGE (smaller pictures are stuck together to make one

bigger picture) Chetwynd likes to photocopy pictures from library books,

cut them out, and stick them together in a different way. As well as

COLLAGE, she likes to make VIDEO ART and SCULPTURE (3D art).

Chetwynd doesn’t like to use too many new materials because she does

not want to damage the environment. She has made some of her art from

recycled materials like old cardboard and kitchen towel. She uses the

cardboard to make a frame and then makes the kitchen towel into papier

mache to cover the frame and make a SCULPTURE (3D object).

Chetwynd likes animals and you can see lots in her art. She has made a

giant turtle, a giant papier-mache caterpillar, and two giant slugs! This

collage is part of a SERIES (a group of similar pieces of art by the same

artist) called CatPeople. She made a very famous self-portrait (picture of

herself) with a bat on her head! She called the picture ‘Crazy Bat Lady!’

                                             When she was born in 1973, Monster Chetwynd was

                                       called Alalia. Since then, she has changed her name to

               Spartacus, Marvin Gaye, and Monster! Her son is called Dragan! She 

     was inspired to change her name by a Japanese artist called Katsushika 

     Hokusai, who changed his name 30 times! She likes to have fun with 

     names and with her art! She makes art to entertain people.


